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Loimologia  Sacra: 


O  R,  A 


Shewing, 


That  the  Plague  never  proceeds 
from  any  firft  natural  Caufe,  but  is 
fent  immediately  from  God,  and 
that  as  a  Punifhment  to  a  People  tor 

their  Sins,  &c. 
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LOIMOLOGIA  SACRA: 

O  R,  A 

DISCOURSE 

SHEWING, 

That  the  Plague  never  proceeds  from  any  firft 
natural  Caufe,  but  is  fent  immediately  from 
God,  and  that  as  a  Punilhment  to  a  People 
for  their  Sins. 


WITH 

i 

Some  fhort  Directions  proper  in  this  loofe  Atheiflicd  Age ?  for 
the  preventing  that  direfui  Calamity  from  falling  upon  this 
Nation. 


To  which  is  added. 

An  Appendix,  wherein  the  Cafe  of  Flying  from  a 
peftilence  is  briefly  coniider’d. 

— — . . .  .  ..  .  .—r— —  ii— ......  r  — — .  .  i  ■  . — (. 

By  W  illiam  H  E  n  d  L  £  y,  LeBurer  of 
St.  Mary  Iflington,  and  Chaplain  to  the  Right 
Honourable  Charles,  Lord  Fitzwalter* 

■ — " — — ~ — - - - ~ — - r — -  ■— — — - — — — 

VcTa(Ao9sv  ctWoSev  i'j  awo  0sls  •japjaf.  Theophyladh  in  Matt, 
c.  24. 

Peftis  ell  flagellum  8c  fagitta  Dei  ob  peccata  hominibus  immifla.  Atha- 
naf  Kircher.  de  Pefte,  cap.  1.  Tit. 

The  to  $uop  of  a  Peftilence,  is  as  much  a  part  of  my  Faith ,  as  any  Others , 
Hodges’s  Loimologia,  p.  31. 
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?  Anted  for  T.  Bickerto  n  at  the  Crown 
in  Pater-nofter-Row.  1721. 

(Price  ftitch’d  One  Shilling  and  Six  Pence.) 
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To  the  Honoured  the 

Lady  MOYER. 

Madam, 

MAKE  bold  to  pre¬ 
fers  you  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Sheets,  as  they 
contain  a  Vindication 
of  the  Providence  of  that  Be¬ 
ing,  the  Defending  of  whole 
divine  Subfiftence  in  a  Trinity 
of  Perfons,  and  Unity  of  God¬ 
head,  you,  together  with  our 
Right  Reverend  Diocefan ,  have, 

and  do  fo  leafonably  and  with 

a  tru- 


The  Dedication. 

a  truly  Chriftian  Zeal,  encou¬ 
rage  and  promote. 

If  the  Performance,  Ma¬ 
dam,  was  in  any  Mealure  equal 
to  the  Subjedf,  I  fhould  fay,  I 
.  had  made  you  an  acceptable 
Prefent,  but  as  the  Latter,  is 
moft  fublime,  fo  I  am  perfua- 
ded,  your  Goodnefs  will  Pardon 
the  neceffary  Defeats  in  the 
Former. 

May  you,  Madam,  live  long 
an  Example  of  Piety  and  Cha¬ 
rity,  an  Encourager  of  that 
Faith,  which  was  once  deliver¬ 
ed  to  the  Saints,  which  has  hi¬ 
therto  been  happily  prefer v ’cl 
among  us,  and  which  we  trull 
will  be  fo,  in  fpite  of  all  the 
Cavils  and  perverfe  Reafon- 
ings  of  the  moll  ilubborn 


The  Dedication. 

and  malicious  Hereticks,  to 
the  End  of  the  W orld.  And 
may  you  at  laft  be  admitted  to 
that  Beatifick  Vijion ,  of  which, 
that  Faith  is  now  the  Evidence , 
and  which  fhall  be  revealed  to 
all  thofe,  who  reverence  the 
Son  of  God,  and  love  his  ap¬ 
pearing^  are  the  hearty  Prayers 


y  -  *  •  -  ;  •-* 

>  .  -•  •  i 


»  s, 


Mada  m. 


■l 


Tour  moji  Obedient , 


S3  •  i  P 


Bumble  Servant j 


/ 


William  Hendlet. 


errata. 

nAGE  u  Line  12..  del eBeza.  p.  16.  \.  r.  fi 

Jr  *>  *  /;  t 

f  wr*.  r.  ~  p.  29-  1-  “  a  Difian^ 

the  Lord  hath  mu  p.  32.  *•  T*  /  J  .  J  - 

per.  p.  33.  !•  10.  £  Quxrmmn.  r.  Ouarantmne. 


S  T  is  furprifing  ihati'a- 
i  mong  the  various  : Au¬ 
thor j\,  who  have  lately 
obliged  the  Wl w Id  with 
their  elaborate  Treatifes  of  the 
Plague,  though  they  know  that 
all  their  fecondary  Catifes  mpfl 
at  la  ft  terminate  in  a  Prime 
Agent,  yet  none  have  hitherto 
a  [jig fid  any  other  than  a  fecond 
Cauie  to  this  direful  Effect. 


It  mujl  he  granted ,  that  it  is 
the  part  of  a  Phyfician,  (as  the 
w d  it  felf  import r ,)  to  invefth 
gate  all  the  Intricacies  of  Ma¬ 
ture,  to  follow  her  as  his  Di¬ 
rect  refs  in  all  his  Prefer iptionsi 
and  to  lend .  her  his  falutiferous 

B  Hand 


11 


The  Preface. 


Bland  where-ever  he  finds  the 
leafi  Decay,  He  therefore 
thinks  it  Jufficient  for  him  to 
ajfign  natural  and  obvious  Cam 
Jes  for  a  Peftilencey  and  that 
to  have  Recourfe  to  any  other , 
would  be  acting  out  of  his 
Sphere ,  and  invading  another  s 
Province.  1  would  not  rob  the 
Phylician  of  his  juft  Praifes,  for 
1  have  learn  d  as  well  from  my 
own  Occajions ,  as  from  the  Son 
of  3 1 R  a  c  h,  to  honour  a  Phy¬ 
lician  with  the  Honour  due  un¬ 
to  him,  for  the  Ufes  I  may 
have  of  him,  Ecclm.  xxxviii.  i. 
But  it  is  very  ftrange  to  fee  the 
moft  apparent  Judgments  of  God 
afcriPd  to  natural  Caufes,  that 
great  Diana  of  this  Lucretian 
Ate.  and  none  to  ftand  up  in 

Hindi ' 


The  Preface.  Hi 

Vindication  of  the  Divine  Pro¬ 
vidence,  inflead  of  Rijfmg  the 
Rod,  we  fee  not  the  Hand  that 
fir  ikes  us.  Hcu  pictas !  Ueu 
prilca  fides !  Different  were  the 
Sentiments  l  Different  the  Prac¬ 
tices  of  former  Ages  \  as  appears 
from  thofe  learned  and  pious 
Tratfs,  written  for  the  Ufe  of 
thofe  who  laboured  under  thefe 
calamitous  Circumfiances,  viz. 
of  Be£a?  Lavaterus,  Fabritiusj 
Mollerus,  his  Meditation  on  the 
pi  ft  Pfal.  Luke  TreJcatius  the 
younger,  Hieron  Pramdellus, 
Francifcus  Ripa,  Marchinus, 
Cal  vin^Rivetus,  Zanchius,  and  a 

^feai  many  moire .  jT heje  M en  vet  y 
pioujly  taught  them  from  whence 
their  MiJ erics  flow’d,  and  from 
Whom  they  Jhould  feek  Relief  And 

P  2  I  hope 


IV 


The  Preface. 

j  uuje  the  Pbyjician  ‘will  ^ 
me  (for  I  have  no  mind  to  hin¬ 
der  him  of  any  Practice ,  o>  to 
render  his  Advice  ufelefs)  if  at 


a  tiMi 


when  we  may  jujily  ex- 


to  he  vi fit 


o 


J** 


^  • 

f)? 


j  the  Plague , 

-*"  £  H  t  \  a  6  J*  1.  {X  ff  &  S'  ^  ✓ 

(hew  that  the  primary  Caufe 
" ‘  '  the  Anger  of  G  o  d  for 

And  ■ here 

me  %  all,  to  thofe,  who  Jhall 
ohjeB  and  fay,  that  fuel  a  Poji- 
tfon  is  a  very  uncharitable  Cen¬ 
tre  upon  the  poor  Marfeillians, 
and  others  in  Prance,  now  afflict¬ 
ed  with  the  Plague.  lanfwer , 
fuppofe  ye  that  there  (jcuueans 
■  -1-  ~  ye  all  the  Go¬ 

ffered 


ra  p  T"  g  ■  : 


pu'idr, 


a,11 


foch  Things?  1  tell  you,  nay, 
but  except  ye  Repent,  ye  mail 
all  likewife  Perilh. 


Loimologia  Sacra : 


O  R,  A 


Concerning  the 


P  L  A  G  U  E,  Sec. 


Tf 


& 


I 


Tl 


^|HAT  the  Tlague  doth  not 
n*’  proceed  from  any  Jtrfi  natu - 
red  Caufe ,  but  is  lent  im- 
from  God,  ; and 

for 


1 
i 


i.)  10% 


that  as  a  Punishment  to  a 
their  Sins,  is  what  has  been  the  Belief 
of  all  Ages,  and  what  is  confirm’d 
both  by  j'acred  and  froghewc  Hiftorj 


and  by  the  concurrent  . 
in  times  o 


of  all 


a)  Justin 


(' 6  ) 

(a)  Justin,  in  his  Philfyich  re* 
fetes,  that  Apollo  fent  a  Peflilence 
among  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Ifland 
of  Thera,  becaufe  they  made  a  Mock 
at  his  Oracle.  And  in  another  (b) 
place,  that  the  Crotonienfes  and  Mcta- 
fontini  were  viiited  with  the  ‘Plague 
for  violating  the  Palladium ,  or  Statue 
of  Minerva: 

(c)  Livy,  the  mod  considerable  of 
the  Roman  Hifforians,  derives  the 
Plague  immediately  from  the  Gods. 
Under  the  Conlulihips  of  ALbutm  and 
Servilius ,  he  fays,  the  Gods  were  on 
a  hidden  angry  with  the  Romans ,  and 
fent  a  Peflilence  among  them,  which 
depopulated  their  City.  And  about 
a  Century  afterwards,  the  (d)  Romans 

having 

(a)  Cam  refponfum  Ludibrio  Umile  videretur— 
Contumaces  peftilentia  Deo  parere  compellantur,  lib , 

13*  . 

(b)  Ob  hsec  cum  pefte  &  feditionibus  vexarentur^ 
priores  Crotonienfes  Delphicum  Oraculum  adierunt. 
Refponfum  his  eft5  finest  mail  fore 3  ft  violatam  JMUncrv# 
mmen  &  inter feBor am  manes  placajfent 5  lib,  20, 

(c)  Uibem  Romanam  fabita  Deurp  ira  morbo  po¬ 
pular^  Hifi .  /.  3.  c.  6.  r 

(d)  Peftiientia  etiam  brevi  tempore  confecuta,  nul- 
lis  occurrentibus  tantas  cladis  caufts,  ex  Manlkno  fup- 

plicio 


having  thrown  Manlius  headlong  from 
the  Capitol,  after  he  had  bravely  de¬ 
fended  it  from  the  Enemy,  he  writes, 
a  Tcjt ilence  ihortly  enlued,  and  there 
appearing  no  vilible  Caufe  for  fuch  a 
Calamity,  they  imputed  it  to  the 
Anger  of  the  Gods  for  the  Murder  of 
Manlius. 

'  „  _>  ;■  .J..  V  .  .u  •'  fi.  ■/'  ' 

(a)  Plutarch  in  his  Life  of  Ro¬ 
mulus,  Records,  that  after  the  Murder 
of  King  Tatius,  and  the  Ambaffadors ,  a 
5P efiilence  broke  out  at  Rome,  and  at 
haurentum, which  kill’d  fuddenly,  with¬ 
out  any  Sicknefs,  and  lpread  among 
the  Cattle  and  Fruits  of  the  Earth, 
and  caufed  a  great  Dearth  and  Rarren- 
nefs,  and  that  it  alfo  rain’d  Blood, 

, .  ,  . ..  .  , .  ,r ...  "  J  |  \ 

plicio  magnx  parti  videri  orta:  VioUtvm  Gpitolium 
ejjc  jangmne  fervatoris .■  Net  diis  Cordi  fitiffe  pmwi.e0 
cblatam  props  ocnlis  fuis 5  a  quo  faa  'Tempi?,  crept?, 
mbus  Hojiium  effent^  Hi  ft.  J  t  6,  c.  20. 

(a)  Peftilentia  ingruit,  qua;  mortem  fubitam  infe- 
rens^  non  trahebat  morbum.  VulgabatUr  8c  in  fniges 
pecudefque,  inde  magna  fterilitas  orta.  Sanguine 
quoque  pluit — Ubi  eadem  Laurentes  lues  infeiiavit 
turn  pro  certo  habitum5  ob  necern  tam  Tatii  quani 
Legatorum  jure  non  vindicatam,  ultionem  divinani 
utramque  perfequi  Civitatem.  Deditis  poft  homici- 
dis  &  fuppiicio  utrinque  aifcftis,  perfpicue  malum  eft 
mitigatum.  In  Vit.  Rom. 


and 


(8> 

arid  lays,  that  it  was  then  a  firm  Be¬ 
lief  that  the  Divine  Vengeance  pur- 
fuea  both  Cities  for  letting  the  Mur¬ 
derers  of  Tatms,  arid  of  the  Anbdj^A 
dors  efcape  unpun  idl'd;  and  that  when 
the  Murderers  on  both  lides  were  de- 

i.  i  - 

livered  up  to  Juftice  and  Ptmiftied,  the 
Contagion  vifibly  decreafed. 

{a)  Tacitus  tells  us,  that  one  Year 
of  Mens  Reign  which  was  ftairied 
with  a  Complication  of  abominable 
wicked  Adds,  the  Gods  alio  made  no* 
tofious  with  Tempefts  and  Difeafes, 
and  that  the  Peftilence  rag’d  io  vio¬ 
lently,  that  it  depopulated  the  City 
without  any  apparent  Iridifpofition  in' 
the  Ain 

w  VeHrius  Flaccus  reports, 
that  the  Romms  were  vifited  with  a 
Tefiilence ,  becarife  their  Gods  were  de- 

(b)  Tot  facinorlbbs  fosdn rti  ailnurti  etiam  Dii  Tern- 
peitatibus  Sc  Morbis  infignivere~Urbi — in  qua  omne 
mortaJium  genus  vis  Peftilentise  depopulabatuig  nulk 
Cadi  interaperie  qua  occurreret  oculis.  Tacit,  AntidL 
lib .  1 6.  c.  13. 

(c)  Cum  populus  Romanus  PeiTilentia  laborarefj 
effetque  refporifum  id  accidere  quod  Dii  defpiceren- 
tur^  Gut,  k  Macrob,  hi  Satwaah  1.  1.  c.  6.  p.  2 0$. 

1  pi  led, 


(  9  ) 

fpifed.  And  if  we  go  Bade  as  far  Us 
the  time  of  (a)  Homer,  who  Hou- 
rilhed  above  a  I  houland  Years  before 
our  Saviour  was  Born,  we  find  him 
deducing  the  Plague  from  a  divine  Ori¬ 
ginal.  For  he  fays,  that  Apollo 
lent  a  ‘Plague  among  the  Grecian  Ar¬ 
my ,  becaufe  Agamemnon  their  Gene¬ 
ral  had  taken  and  detain’d  Chryfes's 
Daughter. 

From  thefe  few  Teftimonies  of  the 
Heathens ,  which  I  have  produc’d,  we 
may  perceive,  that  it  was  their  coriftant 
Belief,  that  the  Plague  was  immediate * 
ly  lent  from  the  -  Gods  as  a  Funilh- 
rnent  for  their  Sins,  and  accordingly 
Galen  (b)  allures  us,  that  whenever 

(a')  Xab.ufyiGp  o  ylgwv  7&tKlf  CuggiTtf  toiq  ’A.7HJA Ke/ir 
hx,*(JW>  smi /uaha,  6  f  tplh@-  tiiv* 

^Hjc*  S7  \<u  'Afyiioun  oi  Si  yV  \etoi 

OgyifMV  im.ee isngyr  to  J*'  inr^^To  06 oio 

PhtPTH  dvdi  zy  evfpy  'Ayetiar  dbpLUi  Si  upj\it 
Ey  f/JhA  ' EyJ,TQiO'  IA*  A.  E. 


Th*  inlulted  Sire  (his  God’s  peculiar  Care) 

To  Phoebus  pray’d,  and  Phoebus  heard  the  Prav’r; 

A  dreadful  Plague  enfues,  the  avenging  Darts 
Ihceflant  fly,  and  pierce  the  Grecian  Hearts  i 
A  Prophet  then  ini'pir’d  by  Heav’n  arofe, 

And  points  the  Crime,  and  thence  derives  the  Woes,  Pope^ 

(bj  In  i  Lib.  Hippo-crat*  de  Morb.  Vulg.  T.  3.  p.  402; 

G 


it 


(  IO  ) 

it  happened  among  them,  they  always 
conlulted  the  Gods  upon  it.  And  lo 
much  will  (a)  Hierocles  acknow¬ 
ledge,  that  the  f  Hague  isl'ometimes  fent 
by  the  Gods ,  when  the  Sins  of  the 
People  call  for  publick  Punifhment. 

We  now  proceed  to  examine  what 
Teftimonies  the  Scrip  ture  affords  us  in 
this  Point  ;  and  lhall  afterward  fhew 
by  undeniable  Reafoning,  that  the 
Original  of  the  "Plague  cannot  (as  fome 
learned  Pbj  ficians  have  lately  attempt¬ 
ed  to  prove)  be  confin’d  to  any  deter¬ 
minate  Cauie,  but  the  Anger  of  God 
for  the  Sins  of  Men. 

The  firft  PejHlence  we  read  of  in 
Scripture ,  is  the  Pefhlence  among  the 
Cattel  of  Egypt,  and  the  Account  we 
have  of  it  is  this ;  The  Lord  J'aid  unto 
Moles,  Go  in  unto  Pharaoh ,  and.  tell  him , 
Thu- 5  faith  the  Lord  God  of  the  Hebrews, 
let  my  People  go,  that  they  may  ferve  me . 
For  if  thou  rcjufe  to  let  them  go,  and  wilt 
hold  them  fttU,  behold  the  Hand  of  the 


(a)  “E si  P  on  £  ©{»!’,  av  i&i&t 

ibj  Kcwas  7u  ctynThaKTJft&Taf’ 

Fragment,  f>.  28  2. 


v  ddjuotntL 
Hieroclis. 

Lord 


(  ff  ) 

Lord  is  upon  thy  Cattel  *. which  is  in  the 
Field)  upon  the  Horfes,  upon  the  Ajfes, 
upon  the  Camels ,  upon  the  Oxen,  and  up- 
on  the  Sheep  j  there  Jhall  be  a  grievous 
Murrain ,  Exod.  ix.  i,  2,  3* 

Lord  did  that  Thing  on  the  morro  w,  v.  6. 

Here  was  no  natural  Caufe  for  this 
Te faience,  no  infeSed  Air,  no  verminous 
Contagion ,  but  God  did  it  himfelf,  and 
declares  the  Reafon  why  he  did  it, 
becaule  Tharaoh  was  obltinate,  and  re¬ 
fus’d  to  obey  his  Commands.',  But 
was  not  all  this  fo  particularly  ex- 
prefs’d,  as  it  is,  yet  in  the  Difference 
that  was  oblerv’d  between  the  Cattel 
of  the  Egyptians,  and  the  Cattel  of 
the  Children  of  IJrael,  might  the  im¬ 
mediate  Hand  of  God  be  plainly  feen, 
for  all  the  Cattel  of  Egypt  died  ;  but  of 
the  Cattel  of  the  Children  of  Ijrael  died 
not  one,  v.  6.  ’Tis  moreover  remark¬ 
able,  that  this  Judgment  bore  a  near 
Refemblance  to  the  Sms  of  the  Egyp¬ 
tians,  and  their  ill  Ufage  of  the  He¬ 
brews  ("which  Chance  could  never  yet 
in  anv  wile  Proportion)  tor  they  were 

C  2  Idola- 


1 


(  ) 

Idolaters,  and  worshipped  their  Idols 
in  the  Figures  of  Animals  ;  their  j fu- 
pter,  Ammon,  in  that  of  a  Ram  •  their 
Annins,  in  that  of  a  Bog  •  their  Aft's, 
in  that  of  an  Ox  ;  to  thefe  they  lu- 
perftitioufly  prayed,  and  lo  in  luch  as 
thele  they  were  lorely  punifh’d.  (a) 
And  no  queftion  but  they  had  greatly 
injured  the  Egyptians  as  to  their  Cat- 
tel,  either  by  robbing,  or  by  killing 
them  with  hard  and  intolerable  Work, 
and  fo  juftly  lufter’d  in  the  Lofs  of 
their  own  (b). 

Notwithstanding  all  this,  ‘Pharaoh 
hill  continued  obftinate  in  his  Wick- 

A  ..  »  ?  A  * 

ednefs,  and  difobedient  unto  God  ; 
wherefore  God  went  on  to  punifh  him 
with  a  more  grievous  Plague ,  a  Plague 
that  reach’d  both  Man  and  Beaft, 
which  broke  out  in  Boils  and  Ulcers , 

’  jo  that  ("as  Jojft  hm  tells  usj  they  cor¬ 
rupted  inwardly,  and  the  greater  part 
of  the  Egyptians  perifbed  therewith. 
Soon  after  this  followed  a  Blague  of 


(a)  Vid,  Crig  en.  in  Exod,  c.  7.  Hcmd .  4. 

(b)  Bihlioth »  Biblic.  in  Exod .  ix.  6. 

q  >  •  •  *  •  .  .  t  J 
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Hail, 


(  t.l) 

Hail,  which  (as  the  lame  Author  re¬ 
lates,)  overthrew  all  the  Hopes  the 
Egyptians  had  of  their  Harveft  or 
Fruit,  and  that  Pharaoh  might  be  con¬ 
vinced  that  it  came  entirely  from 
God,  doth  God  foretel  the  very  Hour 
in  which  this  Plague  fhould  com¬ 
mence  ;  Behoidy  to  morrow,  fays  he, 
about  this  time ,  J  will  cauje  it  to  Rain 
a  very  grievous  Hail,  Inch  as  hath  j rot 
been  in  Egypt,  Jince  the  Foundation  there' 
of,  even  until  now,  v.  1 8.  And  remark¬ 
ably  vifible  was  the  Hand  of  God  in 
the  Prefervation  of  the  Ifraelites,  and 
Deftrudtion  of  the  Egyptians,  as  we 
read  in  the  i  ath  Chapter  of  Exodus  : 
/It  jVhdnight  the  Ford  Jmote  all  theFirfl- 
born  m  the  Band  of  Egypt,  from  the 
Firfl'born  of  Pharaoh  that  fate  on  his 
Throne ,  unto  the  FirfiErn  of  the  Captive 
that  was  m  the  Burgeon,  and  all  the 
Firfl'born  of  Cattel,  v .  a  9.  He  had  told 
the  Ifraelites  before  at  the  23  d,  that 
when  he  would  pais  through  to  finite 
the  Egyptians,  he  would  pals  over  the 
Ppor,  and  would  not  fuller  the  De- 
:  l  llroyer 


(  H  ) 

ftroyer  to  come  into  their  Houfes  to 
imite  them  ;  neither  did  he  ;  but  as 
for  the  Egyptians,  there  'was  not  an 
Houje  ‘where  there  was  not  one  Dead , 
V.  30. 

Thus  was  Tharaoh  vifited  with  di¬ 
vers  Plagues  immediately  from  God, 
for  his  Stubbornnefs  and  Difobedience 
to  his  Commands.  And  to  the  Chil- 

1  -  *  .  «  '* 

dren  of  Jfrael  themfelves,  who  were  a 
Stubborn,  murmuring  Generation,  he 
threaten’d,  that  if  they  defpifed  his 
Statutes,  he  would  appoint  over  them 
Terror,  Conjumption,  and  the  burning 
Ague ;  and  if  for  all  this  they  would 
not  hearken  unto  him,  then  he  would 
punilh  them  feven  Times  more  for 
their  Sins  ;  and  if  they  foil  walked 
contrary  unto  him,  and  would  not 
hearken  unto  him,  that  he  would 
bring  feven  Times  more  Plagues  up¬ 
on  them,  according  to  their  Sins  : 
And  if  they  would  not  be  Reformed 
by  thefe  Things,  but  would  walk  con¬ 
trary  to  him,  then,  laid  he,  Will  I  aU 
Jo  walk  contrary  unto  you,  and  will  pi- 


(  *5 ) 

mfh  you  yet  [even  Times  for  your  Sins, 
Jlnd  I  ‘isoill  bring  a  Sword  upon  you  that 
/ball  avenge  the  quarrel  of  my  Covenant : 
And  when  ye  are  gathered  together  with' 
in  your  Cities ,  J  will  fend  the  Tejlilence 
among you: ,  Lev.  xxvi.  15,  iSr. 

The  next  remarkable  Tlague  we 
read  of,  is  that  which  befel  the  A^o~ 
tians  in  the  time  of  the  Prophet  Sa¬ 
muel  ;  of  which  the  (a)  facred  Text 
gives  us  this  Account.  The  Thilijlines 
took  the  Al'k  of  God ,  and  brought  it  from 
Eben-ezer  unto  Afbdod,  and  carry  d  it 
into  the  Houje  of  Dagon ,  and  jet  it  by 
iDagon.  And  the  Hand  of  the 
Lord  was  heavy  upon  them  of  Ajhdod, 
and  he  defrayed  them,  and  I mote  them 
with  Emerods ,  even  Ajhdod,  and  the 
Codfts  thereof  (b).  Jofeghm  tells  us, 
that  in  this  Tlague  the  People  were 
taken  fuddenly  with  the  Flux,  and 
died  in  great  Torment,  and  fome  of 
them  vomited  up  their  Bowels,  being 
corrupted  and  corroded  with  the  Dili- 

(a)  1  Sam.  v»  l3  2}  6 .  (b)  Antiquities  of  the  Jews 
Bf  6.  c.  i, 

cafe. 


(  16  ) 

eafie.  But  in  this  Calamity  they  im- 
puted  not  to  any  Chance,  to  any  bad 
Influence  of  the  Air,  or  of  the  Stars, 
but  underftood  prefently  that  the  de¬ 
taining  oj  the  Ark  was  the  caule  there¬ 
of,  and  therefore  faid,  (a)  The  Ark  of 
the  God  of  Ijrael  Jhall  not  abide  -with  us  ; 
for  His  Hand  is  fore  upon  us.  And 
immediately  they  fent  and  gathered  all 
the  Lords  of  the  Thih fines  unto  them , 
and  I  aid,  what  fhatt  we  do  with  the  Ark 
of  the  God  oj  Ijrael  ?  And  they  anjwered, 
Let  the  Ark  of  the  God  of  Ijrael  be  car¬ 
ried  about  unto  Gath  •  which  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  done  :  But  no  fconer  was 
the  Ark  arrived  there,  but  the 
Hand  of  the  Lord  was  again f 
that  (b )  City  with  a  very  great  Aefirucii- 
on.  Thefe  lent  it  to  Ekron,  and  it 
came  to  pal’s,  that  when  it  came  there, 
There  was  a  deadly  Tefirudhon  through - 
out  aU  the  City  ;  the  Hand  of 
God  was  very  heavy  there  (c).  And 
in  like  manner  in  every  City  of  the 
T hihflir.es,  even  five  Cities,  where  the 

(a)  Ver.  7.  (b)  Ver.  9.  (c)  Ver.  n. 

: '  '  Ark 


(  J7  ) 

M  of  God  came,  was  his  Hand  upon 
them.  _  So  that  after  they  had  ~de~ 
tain  d  it  for  the  Space  of  leven  Months, 
they  called  for  the  P rtefls  and  the  Divi- 
ncrs->  and  ad  vi  fed  with  them  what  they 
fhould  do  to  the  Ark,  and  how  they 
fhould  fend  it  to  its  own  place.  And 
they  cautioned  them  not  to  lend  it 
away  empty,  but  to  return  a  Trsjfafs- 
Offering,  and  then  they  fhould  be  heal¬ 
ed,  and  fhould  know  why  the  Hand 
of  God  was  not  removed  from  them  • 
and  gave  them  this  Token  whereby 
they  fhould  know  both  from  whence 
their  Calamities  came,  and  whereforet 
lake,  fay  they,  the  Ark  of  the  Lord , 
and  lay  tt  upon  the  Cart ,  and  put  the 
jewels  of  Gold  which  ye  return  him  for 
a  Treff ajs'offen  ng  m  a  Coffer  by  the  fide 
thereof  and  fend  it  away  that  it  may  oo„ 
Aid  fee,  if  tt  goeth  uj>  by  the  way  of 
own  Coafl  to  Beth-fhemefh ,  then  he 
has  done  this  great  evil  j  but  if  not ,  then 
we  fall  know  that  it  is  not  his  hand  that 
fmote  m.  And  the  Men  did  fo  j  and  the 
khe  took  the  ffraight  way  to  the  way  of 

Q  Beth* 


(  i8  ) 

Beth- [heme jh,  and  'went  along  the  High - 
< way ,  lowing  as  they  went ,  and  turned 
not  ajide  to  the  Right-hand.,  or  to  the  Left* 
Here  was  a  manifeft  Proof,  that  their 
Calamities  and  Blagues  came  all  imme¬ 
diately  from  God  for  their  Sin  in 

detaining  the  Ark. 

Alter  this  followed  another  Tefii- 
lence ,  m  the  time  of  David^  for  his 
Rafhnefs  in  numbering  the  People  of 
Ijraci.  God  was  difpleafed  with  him 
for  that  Thing,  and  lent  the  Pro¬ 
phet  Gad  unto  him,  faying,  (a)  Go, 
and  fay  unto  David ,  thus Jaitb  the  Lord, 
J  offer  thee  three  things  j  chooje  the  one  of 
them  that  1  may  do  it  unto  thee.  So 
Gad  came  and  offered  him  his  Choice 
of  three  Things,  Famine,  Sword, 
or  Pestilence,  and  ‘David  chole  to 
fall  into  the  hand  of  the  Lorb.^  So 
the  Lord  fent  a  Tejlilence  upon-  llrael, 
from  the  Morning  even  to  the  trme  ap¬ 
pointed  ;  and  there  died  of  the  'People •  from 
Dan  even  to  Becr-jhcba,  feventy  Thou- 
[and  Men.  1  his  Plague  is  related  by 

(a)  2  Sara.  xxiv.  ,  \  ~r  r 

(a)  7°m 


cc 

cc 

a 

cc 
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(a)  Jofyhm,  with  moft  dreadful  Cir- 
cumftances,  of  which  take  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Particulars.  «  They  died  af- 
“  ter  divers  manners ;  fo  that  it  was 
vei}'  hard  to  dilcern  the  Malady, 
which  being  but  one  kind,  yet  not- 
withftanding  foized  the  People  by 
”1  en  T houland  Caufes,  and  un¬ 
known  Occasions.  f  or  one  of  them 
“  died  after  _  another,  and  the  Sick- 
neis  furprizing  them  at  unawares, 
bi ought  a  ludden  JDiflolution  of  the 
Spirits,  and  fwowning  upon  them  : 
fo  that  tome  of  them  gave  up  the 
<C  Ghoft  with  grievous  Torments,  and 
moft  ftiange  Dolors.  Others  were 
ardently  parched  up  through  the 
mining  Agonies  they  endured,  and 
(unrecoverable  by  any  Counfel  or 
ft  emedy)  conl’umed  away  amidft 
their  languiflring  Fits  and  Tortures. 
<c  Others  died  ftrangled,  having  their 
“  fuddenly  Darkned  and  Blind- 
“  ed-  Otherlbme  giving  Order  for 
“  the  Burial  of  their  houlhold  Ser- 
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(*)  Anti  quit  k;  Of  the  Jem.  B.  7.  C.  10 
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cc  vants,  died  before  they  were  tho- 
cc  roughly  Intei r  d  ;  and  horn  the 
«  Day-break  (at  which  time  the  peftL 
«  lent  Mortality  began  to  Rage)  un- 
£C  til  Dinner  time,  there  died  leventy 
«  Thoufand  Peribns  And  'David 
is  laid  to  have  ieen  the  Angel  that 

l’mote  the  People. 

Other  Inftances  we  have  in  Scrips 
ture,  befides  thele  great  and  terrible 
ones  of  God’s  pumlhing  of  Sin  after 
this  fort;  as,  when  the djraehics  loath  d 
the  Manna  wdiich  God  gave  them, 
and  lufted  after  Flefi,  he  gave  them 
Flejh  to  eat,  but  Mule  it  was  yet  be - 
tween  that  Teeth,  e  re  it  was  chewed  , 
the  wrath  of  the  Lord  was  kindled 
againft  the  People,  and  the  Lord  jrnote 
the  ‘People  with  a  very  great  T laguc .  (a) 
In  like  manner  were  they  pumfhed  for 
murmuring  agamft  Mojes,  and  againft 
Jar  on,  the  Lord  was  wrath  with 
i  them,  and  lent  a  plague,  which  com 
fumed  Fourteen  1  houjand  and  Seven 
Hundred  (b)  Peribns.  And  where  God 

(a)  Num.  xi*  33*  (M  Nam.  xvi,  4 p< 


promifes  his  Bleffings  to  thofe  who 
fhall  hearken  diligently  unto  his  Voice, 
to  obierve  and  to  do  all  his  Command- 
inents ;  to  thofe  who  fhall  not  heark¬ 
en  unto  his  voice,  but  fhall  be  difobe- 
dient  unto  his  Commandments,  and  to 
his  Statutes,  among  the  other  Curies 
which  he  pronounces  againft  them, 
this  fhall  be  one,  the  Lord  Jhatt  make 
the  PejHlence  cleave  unto  them  (a). 

For  the  Sins  of  Jehoram  King  of 
Judah ,  in  not  walking  in  the  ways  of 
Jehofaphat  his  Father,  nor  in  the  ways 
pf  ]Afia  King  of  Judah ,  but  in  the 
ways  of  the  Kings  of  Ijrael ,  and.  mak¬ 
ing  Judah  and  the  Inhabitants  of  Je¬ 
rusalem  to  go  a  Whoring,  like  to  the 
Whoredoms  of  the  Floufe  of  Jlhab, 
and  flaying  the  Brethren  of  his  Fa¬ 
ther’s  Floufe,  which  wrere  better  than 
himfelf,  God  fmote  him  with  a 
‘Plague,  fo  that  his  Bowels  fell  out  by 
reafon  of  his  Sicknels,  and  he  died  of 
fore  Dileafes  (b). 

(4)  Deut.  xxviii*  2i9  ($)  2  Chron.  xxi.  14—  Ip. 

The 
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The  lame  Judgment  God  threat- 
ned  to  ferufalem  for  their  Rebellion, 
That  a  third  fart  of  them  J/mdd  Die  with 
the Pejhleme  (a)  •  and  to  thole  that  have 
fought  againlt  ferufdem ,  faith  the  Pro- 
j/bctj  This  j hall  he  the  Plague  wherewith 
the  Lord  will  J  mite  all  the  'People : 
Their  Flejh  flail  con  fume  away  while  they 
fland  upon  their  feety  and  their  Eyes 
fhall  confume  away  m  their  Holes ,  and 

their  1  ongue  fhall  confume  away  m  their 
Mouth  ( b). 

.  After  Herod  had  put  his  Wife  Ma- 
riamne  to  Death,  fofephm  relates,  that 
a  Pefhlence  befel  the  City,  which  con- 
fumed  a  great  .Number  of  the  People, 
and  the  better  part  of  the  Nobility, 
and  _  each  Man  interpreted  that  this 
pumfhment  was  inflicted  by  God  up¬ 
on  Men,  for  the  unjuft  Death  of  the 
Queen  (c)  ;  nay,  he  himfelf  luppofed, 

that  God  was  difpleafed  with  him  for 
that  Fadb 


(a)  Ezelc.  v.  12 
ties  of  the  Jem')  B. 


(b)  Zed l.  14.  32. 
15-  9s 


(c)  Antique 


To 


(  n  ) 

To  thefe  Teftimonies  of  Scripture, 
we  may  add  thole  memorial  Hiffories 
of  the  Plug  ue,  recorded  by  Acmon , 
Eufebius ,  Orofki s,  and  Sir  Thomas  Her¬ 
bert .  The  ( a )  former  of  thefe  relates, 
that  the  Sons  of  Learn  the  firfl ,  King 
of  France ,  a  pious  and  religious  Pr  ince, 
form’d  a  Confpiracy  againft  him,  at 
which  God  was  lb  highly  incens’d, 
that  He  lent  a  ‘Plague,  which  in  the 
fpace  of  eleven  Days,  fwept  away  al- 
moft  all  the  Nobility  of  France. 

Eufebius  gives  a  remarkable  Relation 
of  a  Plume ,  which  broke  out  in  the 
Reign  of  Maximin  the  Emperor,  who 
perfecuted  and  put  to  Death  the 
Chriftians,  becaufe  they  would  not  do 
Sacrifice  to  Idols  and  Damons.  This 
Plague,  he  fays,  rag’d  indifferently  a- 
mong  the  Heathens  and  Idolaters,  and 
deftroyed  without  Diftin&ion,  carry¬ 
ing  off  in  a  fhort  time  whole  Families, 

( a )  Filiisr  patrem  Ludovicum5  principem  pium  ac 
xeligiofum  injufte  perfequentibus^  Deum  hoc  fa£to 
tanropere  infenfum  &  irritatum  fuiffe,  ut  irnniiffa 
pefte5  undecim  dierum.  fpatio  totam  fere  Gallic  nobi- 
liratem  extinxerit.  Citat  k  Dkmcrbroeck  de  Pefte.  C  8. 
Annot .  i  fh  20. 

infomuch 


(  H  \ 

infomilch  that  you  might  have  feeri 
two  or  three  dead  Bodies  carried  out 
of  the  fame  Houfe  together  to  the 
Grave,  yet  never  once  affe&ed  the 
Chriflians,  although  they  out  of  their 
lingular  Piety  and  Companion  im- 
ployed  themlelves  every  Day  in  Bury¬ 
ing  thole  that  died  of  the  Diftemper; 
Certainly  fome  of  them  muft  have 
taken  the  Infection,  who  came  fo 
near  to  luch  putrid  Carcaffes,  as  to 
touch  them,  and  to  carry  them  to  their 
Graves,  whereby  they  had  a  conlide- 
rable  time  to  receive  the  malignant 
Effluvia  in  from  their  Bodies,  had  not 
the  immediate  Hand  of  God  been  in 
it.  But  well  doth  this  Author  ac¬ 
count  for  it.  “  God,  (a)  fays  he, 
“  the  great  and  heavenly  Defender  of 
u  the  Cbrifiians, by  this  Calamity,  ma- 
£C  nifelted  his  Wrath  and  Indignation 
cc  againft  all  Men,  becauie  of  their 
“  barbarous  Cruelties  (hewn  to  us. 

(-)  '9  myts  *$dvi o<  xeisictvuv  vTntn&jgs  rw 

kc&tti  -nuVTTjiv  apB?6i>7mv  S'id.  tziiV  J^J'n^coyf’ivcvv 

ctmtXhr  K)  «>9’  ay  tijuaf  V7n§Ccc\kbv7as 

m Ai^at/Jo,  Hilt,  Eccl.  Lib,  9.  c.  8. 


In  like  manner  (a)  Orojius  tells  us, 
did  God  avenge  the  Caufe  of  Chri- 
flianity  under  the  Perfecution  of  Dc~ 
cim  .  He  fent  out  his  ‘Plagues  which 
reach’d  as  far  as  the  Tyrant7 s  Ediffs : 
For  fcarce  was  there  a  Roman  Pro¬ 
vince,  a  City,  an  Houle  that  efcap’d 
that  general  Pejhlence.  Nay,  he  pro¬ 
ceeds  farther,  and  attributes  the  ta¬ 
king  of  that  City  by  Alarich  King 
of  the  Goths ,  more  to  the  Anger  of 
God,  than  to  the  Bravery  of  the  Ene¬ 
my  (b). 

(c)  Sir  Thomas  Herbert  in  his  Tra¬ 
vels  relates,  that  in  the  Year  1634. 
Cun  ~oon  having  procured  his  Predecef- 
for  to  be  Murder’d,  and  himfelf  to  be 
proclaimed  Great  Mogul  ”  that  Year 
his  Empire  veas  fo  wounded  with 

(a)  Exorimr  ultio  violati  nominis  Chriftiani,  Sc 
quatenus  ad  profligandas  EccJedas  edibbi  Decii  cucur- 
lerunq  eatenus  incredibilium  morborum  pedis  extent 
dirar3  nam  nulla  fere  provincia  Romana,  nulla  civi- 
tasq  nulla  domus  fuit,  quas  non  ilia  general l  peftilen- 
ria  correpta  atqite  vaftata  eft.  AiVeffus  Pagmoj.  Lib . 
7.  C.  21. 

(b)  Magis  ilia  Urbis  irruptio  indignations  Dei  a£btj 
qua m  hoftis  fortitudine. 

M  Ml-  99- 

God’f 


E 
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God’s  Arrows  of  ‘Plague,  Peflilence ,  and 
Famine ,  as  this  Thoufarid  Years  before 
was  never  fo  terrible. 


More  to  this  purpofe  may  be  fee'll 
at  the  latter  End  of  Athanafm  Kir cher's 
Scrutimum  Phyfico- Modicum,  which  I 
here  purpofely  omit,  and  fhall  pro¬ 
ceed,  having  given  fome  plain  In- 
ftances,  wherein  the  ‘Plague  has  been 
lent  immediately  from  God  for  the 
Sins  of  Men,  to  ihew  that  it  never 


proceeds  from  any  other  firfi  Caiife, 
than  the  juft  Anger  of  God. 

The  j Tews  are  even  iuperftitious  in 
this  Belief,  (a)  In  time  of  Peflilence 
they  writ  llrange  Characters  and  Names 
upon  their  Houfes,  their  Bed  Cham¬ 
bers,  and  their  Chimneys,  and  call 
them  the  Names  of  the  Holy  Angels 
who  prefide  over  the  Peflilence.  Th§ 


(c)  Peftill tatis  tempore  infolentes  charafleres  & 
mira  nomina  aedibus  fuis,  cubiculis,  hypocauftis  in- 
leribunt  ;  ian&orum  Angelorum,  peftilen tije  pnspoli- 
torum,  nomina  die  dicunt.  Vidi  aliquando  in  illc- 
juni  xdibus.  grandioribus  dementis,  Adiridon,  Bcdiri - 
don,  &  ita  deinceps,  ut  Diridon  per  totum  Aiphabe- 
turii  diduceretur  ;  etficaciffimuin  fc  Licet,  pnefentil- 
fimum  peftilenti*  remediura.  Syncgvg.  Judaic,  c,  3. 

P-  42J- 

Learned 
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Learned  Buxtorf  lays,  he  has  feen  him- 
felf  upon  forne  of  their  Houles  in 
Capital  Betters,  the  word  Bindon,  car¬ 
ried  through  the  whole  Alphabet,  as 
Adiridon ,  Bediridon ,  &.c.  which  they 
reckon  a  1710ft  eficciual  Charm  lor 
the  Bejlilence.  Abating  here  for  their 
Superftition,  they  are  right  in  their 
Notion  as  to  the  Angels,  for  they  are 
^jod  s  Minifters,  and  the  Executioners 
of  his  Wrath  ;  and  fo  the  wife  Man 
tells  us,  He  maketh  the  Creature  his 
Weapon  for  the  Revenge  of  his  Ene¬ 
mies  (a).  And  we  find  them  in  the 
Revelation  of  St.  John ,  employed  in 
pouting  out  the  Vials  of  the  Wrath  c/Cod 
upon  the  Earth  (bf 

The  wafting  of  Cities  and  of  King¬ 
doms  by  the  Blague ,  muft  not  be  im¬ 
puted  to  any  natural  Production  ;  we 
muft  not  luppole  that  God  is  no  far¬ 
ther  concerned  in  fuch  general  Cala¬ 
mities,  than  by  his  ordinary  C011- 
courle  with  the  immediate  and  lecond 
Ca tiles  ol  them,  for  publick  Sins  al- 

(a)  Wifd.  v.  17,  (b)  Rev,  xvi.  1* 

E  a 
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ways  call  for  public!  Puniihments,  and 
therefore  when  a  Peftilence  rages  in 
any  City  or  Nation,  and  conl'umes 
the  Inhabitants  thereof,  we  mult  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  this  Evil  is  of  the 
Lord  for  the  Sins  of  the  People.  Who 
pave  Jacob  for  a  Spoil ,  and  dp  acl  to  the 
"Robbers?  Bid  not  the  Lord,  be  agamft 
‘whom  we  have  finned  ?  For  they  •would 
not  walk  in  his  l Fays ,  neither  were  they 
obedient  unto  his  Law ,  therefore  he  hath 
■poured  upon  him  the  Fury  oj  his  /dn-, 
get  (a). 

The  Sword,  and  the  Famine,  and 
the  noilome  Beaft,  and  the  Peftilence 
are  Lob’s  own  Judgments  properly  : 
When  I  fend  my  four  fore  Judgments  up¬ 
on  JeruJalem ,  the  Sword ,  and  the  Fa¬ 
mine  ,  and  the  nojome  Beaft ,  and  the 
‘Peftilence  (b).  Nay,  the  Peftilence  is 
jo  properly  God’s  own  Judgment,  that, 
it  is  Tailed  in  Scripture,  the  Hand  of 
God  (c),  the  Sword  ol  God  (ft),  the 
A  ■rows  of  the  Lord  (e)  ;  which  Ap- 

(a)  Ifaiah  xlii.  24.  (t)Ezek.  xiv.  21.  (f)  2  Sara, 
xxiv.  14,  15,  (4)  1  Chiron,  xxi.  12.  (0  Pfal-  xcx.  5. 
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pellations  are  no  where  given  to  any 
other  Difeafe,  and  therefore  what  Be- 
za  (a)  and  Others  have  formerly,  and 
what  fome  ("fond  of  natural  Caujes )  do 
now  urge  again  ft  the  to  Stiov  f the  Divine 
Original)  of  the  ‘Plague,  viz.  That  the 
like  may  be  [aid  of  all  other  Dijeafes  as 
of  that  that  the  Providence  of  God  is, 
over  the  whole  Creation  •  that  nothing  can 
happen  without  his  Permijjion  *  that, 
fbau  .there  le  Evil  in  a  City,  and  the 
Lord  hath  done  it  (b)  ?  That  not  a 
Sparrow  com  fall  to  the  Ground  without 
him ,  and  that  the  very  Hairs  of  our 
pleads  are  all  numbered,  doth  not  affedfc 
us  in  this  Cafe,  nor  in  the  leaft  wea^ 
ken  our  Affertion,  That  the  Plague  is 
[ent  immediately  from  God,  \Pc.  which 
is  grounded  upon  the  Evidence  of 
Fact,  and  his  own  exprefs  Word.  It 
is  certain  that  God’s  Providence  is 
Univerjal ,  and  in  all  Events  and  Oc» 
currences  may  clearly  be  ieen,  but  in 

(a)  Vid.  Beza  de  pefte3  inter  variorum  Trailat, 
Theolog.  de  pefte  Ed .  Lngd*  BdtdV,  q. 

(b)  Amos  iii»  6 . 

the 
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the  Tlague  is  his  Hand  as  vifible  as 
was  the  Hand-writing  on  the  Wall.  In 
other  Difeafes  and  Calamities  fome 
natural  Caule  generally  is  diicovered, 
and  removed  by  Art  ;  in  the  Tlague 
no  Caule  appears,  and  it  yields  to  no 
Remedy.  Here  the  Thyfuan  s  skill 
proves  weak,  and  the  Apothecary  %  Me¬ 
dicines  ineffectual,  no  Herb  nor  Root 
can  hr’ng  any  help,  no  Alcxipbqrmick 
can  expel  the  Ppil’on  of  this  Dife 
eaie  (a).  It  ditcovers  it  ielf  only  by 
its  latal  ErieCts,  and  never  fails  to 
furprize  in  the  Ailault,  and  is  of  an 
Epidemical  Nature,  fo  that  it  feizes 
on  many  Regions  at  the  lame  time, 
gnd  fpares  no  Age  nor  Sex. 

Now  that  this  ftrange  EffeCt  upon 
humane  Bodies  is  not  owing  to  any 
natural  Caule,  as  to  the  Air,  dijeafed 
Terfons ,  Goods  transported  from  mfeHed 
\ 'places ,  Diet,  or  Thfeajes ,  that  are  the 

(a)  Phy  ft  clans  now  could  nought  prevail , 

They  the  fir  ft  Spoils  to  the  proud  Vifiior  fall  $ 

No  Aids  of  Herbs,  or  Juices  Power , 

JSfone  of  Apollo^  Arts  could  Cure . 

fip.  ofR—h  Plague  of  Athens,  Stanza  150 

Caufcs 
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Caufes  of  other  Difeafes  ;  but  to  the 
Anger  of  Almighty  God  for  their 
Sins,  is  plain  from  hence,  iff,  Be^ 
caufe  God  has  always  puniihed  a 
People  or  Nation  for  their  Sins  with 
this  fort  of  Punilhment.  And,  idly, 
Becaufe  it  can  be  owing  to  no  other 
Caule,  whereby,  I  mean,  no  other 
Caule  can  produce  it.  For  allowing 
the  Air  to  be  infeded  with  any  noi- 
fome  Exhalations,  either  from  the 
Earth,  or  from  ftagnating  Water  in 
hot  Weather,  or  from  the  Corruption 
of  dead  Carcafles  lying  unburied,  it 
would,  well  fay,  produce  l'ome  Di- 
Itemper,  but  then  that  Diftemper 
would  be  only  Endenuck,  that  is,  it 
would  be  confined  to  one  place  only, 
and  effect  only  thofe  People  who  lived 
in  that  place,  from  whence  thofe  Ex¬ 
halations  arofe,  and  io  would  not 
come  up  to  the  Nature  of  the  Tlague, 
which  is  Epidemical.  Such  a  Dileafe 
is_  that  which  our  Geographers  and 
1  ravellers  tell  us  annually  vifits  Grand 

Cairo 


Cairo  at  the  fubfiding  of  the  Nile , 
which  they  improperly  call  the  'Plague, 
it  being  only  an  Endcmich  Difeafe,  ap¬ 
propriate  only  to  the  People  who  in¬ 
habit  thereabouts.  Or  allowing  the 
Infection  to  fpread  itfelt  among  the 
Populace  in  this  or  that  Country  or 
Climate  indifferently,  it  is  then  no 
more  than  Sgoradick ,  and  may  pro¬ 
perly  be  called  the  Diflernpcr  of  the  Coun¬ 
try,  as  Agues  are  laid  to  be  oi  EJjex 
and  Kent .  The  fame  may  be  laid  of 
Diet,  Art  mwholjome  Diet,  eating  un¬ 
ripe  or  mj'ound  Fruit,  may  produce  Di- 
ftempers  in  the  Bodies  or  tnoie  that 
eat  them,  but  they  can  be  only  Endc¬ 
mich  Difiemgers,  and  not  the  ‘Plague. 
The  Air  indeed  helps  to  grog  agate  a 
Plague,  but  never  begins  it,  and  the 
Plague,  we’ll  allow,  is  communicated 
by  Contagion,  which  is  hrft  the  0^- 
fpring,  and  afterwards,  it  you  pleaie, 
‘the  Caul'e  of  the  Difeafe,  for  there 
can  be  no  Contagion  till  there  is  the 
Difeafe  ;  he  that  is  hrft  feized  with  it, 

doth 
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doth  not  derive  it  from  any  Contagi¬ 
on  (a),  and  therefore  it  is  by  con¬ 
founding  the  Terms  that  we  fuppofe 
the  ‘Plague  to  proceed  from  a  fir  it  natu-> 
ralCauje.  When  the  Plague  has  invaded 
any  Perlon,  which  at  hrft  it  muff  do 
without  any  hfcdion, then  indeed  there 
is  a  Contagion,  which  may  communi¬ 
cate  the  fame  Difeafe  to  others,  and 
therefore  it  is  that  a  dfuaraintam  is  en¬ 
join’d,  Trade  interdi&ed,  and  all  Com¬ 
munication  with  infected  Places  (topped* 
But  the  conftant  Pra&ice  in  luch  a 
time  of  publick  Calamity  in  appoint¬ 
ing  Days  of  Faffing  and  Humiliation , 
and  particular  ( b )  Prayers  to  Almighty 
God,  lhews,  that  the  immediate  Source 
of  this  Evil  is  look’d  upon  to  be  from 
Heaven.  And  1  would  ask  thole 
Gentlemen,  who  attribute  (uch  a  PrF 


(a)  Gontagium  eft:  morbi  prim6  foboIes5  poftea  cau- 
fa  — quia  non  exiftit  mil  poit  morbum  primo  indu^lum^ 
liani  qui  primus  pefte  correptus  fuirs  illam  a  conta* 
gio  non  contraxic^  Diemerbroeck.  de  Pefte,  c.  8. 

(f)  1  be  Chur  co  Orders  fur  Prayers  being  fir  ft  ob ferved, 
in  fotmer  'Times,  it  is  thought  netejpry ,  8cc.  See  Ad- * 
vice  Jet  down  by  the  College  of  Phyftcians,  by  His  Md- 
jefy  s  fpecul  Command,  Sec.  in  the  Tear  1636* 
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macy  to  the  HA,  as  to  make  it  the 
chief  Inftrument  in  producing  this  Di- 
ftemper,  whether  they  can  aflign  any¬ 
one  fix’d,  determinate  Conftitution  of 
it,  which  is  apteft  to  produce  it,  for 
then  fiich  a  Conftitution  muft  always 
caufe  a  ‘Plague  (a).  Dr.  Quincy  tells 
us,  that  mo  ft  Authors  charge  an  hot 
and  moift  Air  with  being  the  greateft 
Inftrument  in  Peftilential  Diftempers,* 
and  quotes  Hipocrates ,  Galen ,  and  lbme 
others,  who  are  of  that  Opinion.  But 
howT  contrary  is  this  to  common  Ex¬ 
perience,  and  to  the  Obfervation  that 
the  Learned  (b)  Fernehm  made,  who- 
al  lows  that  the  Pefiilcnce  rages  moft  in 
very  hot  Weather,  yet  fays,  that  it 
has  been  often  obferved  that  the  hot¬ 
ted:  Weather  has  produced  no  kind  of 
Pefiilcnce  at  all ;  that  the  Pefiilcnce  has 
fometimes  begun  in  Winter ,  and  abated 
at  Midfiummer ,  or  in  the  Autumn.  He 
(c)  aflerts  farther,  that  the  Pefiilence 
regards  no  Seajon  nor  Confiitution  ;  nei- 

(a)  Different  Caufe s  of  FejTdcntid  Difeafes 5  p.  247. 

(b)  De  ah  dins  rerum  Jib.  2.  c.  12.  (c}  Ibid* 

their 
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tiler  Winter ,  nor  Summer ,  neither  a 
dry  nor  moifl,  a  confiant  and  uniform, 

and  unequal  /Sr.  jN  ay, 
fa)  he  obierves,  that  in  very  many 
Parts  of  the  World  a  putrid  Conjlitution 
•of  the  Air  cannot  fpread  its  baleful  In¬ 
fluence,  nor  lubfift,  and  yet  lometimes 
a  Feflilence  (hall  leize  alinoft  all  the 
World  at  once,  cold  and  hot,  dry  and 
moifl  Regions ,  and  in  Winter  as  well  as 
in  Summer ,  Two  of  which  general 
Teflilenccs  he  mentions  under  the  Reign 
of  Math  Antony,  and  one  in  the  Year 
of  our  Lord  1450,  which  began  in 
/ifa,  and  fpread  it  felf  over  Italy , 
Germany ,  France ,  and  Spain.  And 
from  this  multiform  and  various 
Conftitution  of  the  Air  in  a  Tefcilence, 
doth  (b)  one  conclude,  that  itmuft  be 
from  God.  But  I  am  furprized  all 
this  while  to  find  the  ft)  Tiottor  quo¬ 
ting  Femelim ,  as  afferting  the  Rife  of 
feveral  Tefhlences  from  extreme  Cold, 

(a)  Ibid .  (b)  Itaque  in  ea  %£qv]i  latitat^  L •  Ann . 
Senec.  Oedip .  Acl.  1.  inter  Not.  Van 
(c)  lb .  249,  250, 

F  1  and 
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end  long  continued  cold  Mains ;  when  on 
the  contrary  he  expreisly  aflferts,  that 
the  Caule  of  them  is  hidden  and  oc¬ 
cult,  that  they  do  not  proceed  from 
any  of  thofe  common  firii  Qualities, 
or  from  Putrefaction,  but  have  their 
Original  ellewhere,  even  from  Hea¬ 
ven  (a ).  But  as  the  Debtor  had  faid 
before,  that  it  was  more  becoming 
God  to  punifh  by  natural  Means,  than 
by  any  fuper-natural  Power  of  his 
own,  l'o  he  muft  find  out  fome  way 
or  other  to  lupport  his  Dobtrine  of 
Natural  Caufes. 

The  Doctors  Words  are  fo  remark¬ 
able,  that  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
give  the  Reader  them  entire,  as  they 
hand  in  his  Book.  “  It  teems  much 

more  worthy  of  the  Divine  Being 
s-  fo  to  order  it,  that  from  the  Courfe 


(a)  Hi  morbi  funt  quos  faepius  jam  dixi  caufam  oc~ 
cultam  &  abditam  habere,  nec  ab  ill  is  pervulgatis  pri- 
?nis  qualiratibus  originem  ducere  —  Omnis  Peltilentix 
cxcd.  &  delitefcens  eft  caufa,  &  aliunde  quam  ex  pri- 
#ij.§  qualjtatjbus  auc  ex  putredine  profebha— Tantas 
quiefo  mutationis  quis  non  putet  caufam  e  fublimi 
pnaxime  general em  habere,  neque  poffe  px  fola  Tem- 
peftatunf  mutatione  nafci  ?•  Ibid . 
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“  of  fecond  or  natural  Caufes,  Pu- 
“  nifhment  Ihail  puriue  Offenders,, 
a  than  to  imagine  the  frequent  Exer- 
a  tion  of  his  Power  in  a  way  fu- 
“  per-natural  to  infliit  fuch  Punilli- 
cc  ments  (a).  Thus  this  Learned  Gen¬ 
tleman.  But  what  is  this  but  to  pre- 
lcribe  to  the  Almighty  ?  What  is  this 
better  than  the  Epicurean  Notion  of 
the  Deity  (b)  ? 

Another  Gentleman  has  very  modeft- 
ly  accounted  for  the  Plagues  among 
the  Ijraelites  and  the  Egyptians,  and 
for  that  in  David’s  time  for  his  Sin 
in  numbering  the  People  from  the 
multitude  of  People  penned  or  huddled 
lip  together,  and  fays,  It  is  certain  that 
God  upon  thoje  Occalions ,  even  Jeemed 
to  yjork  his  Punifhments  on  theje  unhappy 
’People  by  natural  Caujes  (c)  j  whereas, 
it  is  certain,  that  God  did  not  leem 

(a)  Pag.  232. 

(b)  Omnis  enim  per  fe  divum  natura  neceffe  efta 

Immortali  tevo  fumma  cum  pace  fruatur. 

Tor  whatfoevers  Divine  muft  live  in  Peace 5 

In  mdijfarb’d  and  everlajiing  Eafe . 

Qreech’s  Lucre t. 

(c)  Kennedy  on  Pe(Ulencea  pag,  6< 
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to  work  his  Punifhments  by  any  na- 
rural  Caules,  but  by  the  immediate 
Exertion  of  his  own  Power,  and  n 
a  way  Super-natural,  as  we  find  in  the 
feveral  Accounts  of  thole  Tlagues  in 
Holy  Writ,  which  I  have  mentioned 
before.  What  Lengths  will  forne 
Men  run  to  lupport  an  Hypothji r ! 
Scripture  itfelf  mull  bend,  rather  than 
the  Frame  of  their  Mechanifm  be 
broke  ;  Miracles  muff  be  Naturaliz’d, 
and  the  immediate  Operations  of  God 
(though  never  fo  exprefsly  declared  to 
be  fuch )  afcribed  to  Jeeond  Laujes  !  I 
would  by  no  Means  bring  a  Parallel 
between  luch  Gentlemen  and  the  Tha- 
njees  of  old,  who  afcribed  the  Mira¬ 
cles  of  our  Blefled  Saviour  to  the  Ope¬ 
ration  of  the  Devil  j  but,  methinks, 
it  looks  a  little  as  if  they  were  un¬ 
willing  to  let  God  have  the  Glory 
and  Honour  of  his  own  Works.  God 
Almighty,  no  doubt,  may,  and  often 
doth  make  ule  of  lecondary  Agents  to 
bring  about  his  wife  Ends  and  Pur- 
pofes  :  The  Taws  oj  Nature,  which 

he 
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he  himfelf  ordained,  he  may  alter, 
whenever  it  becomes  his  Majefty  fo 
to  do  (a)  ;  but  fhall  we  tell  him,  that 
when  he  has  a  Mind  to  exert  his  Tow¬ 
er,  it  is  more  becoming  of  him  to  do 
it  this  way,  than  in  a  way  Super-na¬ 
tural  ?  He  may  fo  alter  the  Conftitu- 
tion  of  the  Tlanetary  Syflem ,  that  the 
very  Elements  may  become  a  Scourge 
to  Mankind  ;  but  fhall  w7e  lay,  it  is 
more  worthy  of  the  Divine  Being  to  or¬ 
der  it  fo ,  than  to  punifh  Offenders  by 
the  immediate  Exertion  of  his  own 
Power  ?  This  is  making  our  felves 
wifer  than  the  great  God  that  crea¬ 
ted  us ! 

But  would  thde  Gentlemen  fix  up¬ 
on  _  any  one,  fettled,  uniform  Confti- 
tution  of  the  Air  in  a  Teftilence,  fo  as 
to  tell  us  what  Alteration  it  has  un¬ 
dergone  lince  its  former  healthy  State, 
what  at  fuch  a  tune  are  the  Figure, 
Crafts,  Tower ,  Texture ,  and  Tro  port  ion 
ot  its  Particles,  and  how  they  are  dif- 

(a)  VIL  Palmaiiimi  de  Fehre  Fefiilent.  cap,  6.  p. 
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agreeing  to  our  Nature,  we  might 
then  have  fome  Realon  to  conclude 
with  them,  that  the  ‘Plague  proceeds 
from  natural  Caufes.  But  they  nei¬ 
ther  tell  us  particularly  how  the  Air 
is  dllpos’d  in  a  Pefiilence ,  but  only  in 
general,  that  it  is  crowded  with  imall 
Particles  which  are  poilonous,  and 
which  arife  from  fome  Exhalations, 
and  are  fucked  in  with  the  Aura  ■ 
( one  (a)  Gentleman,  I  think,  lays,  that 
a  Pefiilence  anjes  from  a  Pefhlential  Air-, 
which  is  Ignolum  per  Tgnotius  neither 
is  the  Conftitution  of  the  Air  always 
the  lame  in  a  Pefiilence,  but  various 
and  uncertain,  which  plainly  proves 
that  the  original  Cauie  of  it  is  not  in 
the  Air. 

When  we  talk  of  the  Air  being  in¬ 
fected  in  Peftilential  Times,  we  are 
apt  to  miftake  the  Caufe  for  the  Efjccl : 
The  Air  is  infeCted  certainly  where- 
ever  a  Pefiilence  rages,  but  that  Infe¬ 
ction  is  liable quen t  to  the  Pefiilence , 
and  arifes  from  the  Diieale,  and  not 

(a)  Rofs  on  the  Plague,  p,  p. 

the 
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the  Difeafe  from  that  \  and  therefore 
to  aflert  that  the  ‘Plague  proceeds  from 
any  firft  natural  Caule  is  bad  Philofo- 
phy,  and  worle  Divinity. 

That  the  Learned  Dr.  Mead  (a) 
has  laid  down  concerning  Epidemical 
Difeafes,  viz.  that  they  are  attended 
by  an  hot  and  moift  Temperament  of 
the  Air,  is  fo  far  from  being  always 
true,  that  as  I  have  obferved  before 
from  Ferneliw,  they  appear  in  all  Con- 
ftitutions  of  the  Air  and  Seafons  of 
the  Year,  even  where  the  Air  is  pure 
and  tainted  with  no  poilbnous  malig¬ 
nant  Vapours  or  Exhalations ;  and 
therefore  was  there  nothing  more  than 
this  Uncertainty  and  real  Obfcurity  in 
the  Caule  of  the  Plague ,  we  might 
fpell  the  Divine  Being  in  it.  But 
when  in  a  groper  Senfe  God  calls  it 
his  Judgment,  and  declares  it  to  be  of 
his  own  lending  j  {hall  we  go  to  al’cribe 
it  to  any  jecond ,  any  natural  Caufe  ? 

From  what  has  been  laid,  I  hope 
it  will  lufficiently  appear,  at  leaft,  to 

(*)  See  Mead  of  Poifons^  EJfay  5.  pi  16 is 
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every  good  Chriftian,  that  the  ’Plague 
is  lent  immediately  from  God,  and 
that  as  a  Punilhment  to  a  People  for 
their  Sins,  for  by  thus  underlianding 
the  Judgments  of  God,  and  the  Source 
of  our  Evils,  we  may  learn  to  prevent 
them,  which  leads  me  to  the  l'econd 
Part  of  this  Treatife,  which  is,  To 
give  Jotne  jhort  'JJiredhons  proper  m  this 
loofe  jdtheijhcal  Age ,  for  the  preventing 
this  direful  Calamity  from  falling  upon  this 
Nation. 

II.  Sin  is  the  procatartick  Caufe  of 
Punilhment,  and  will  undoubtedly  one 
time  or  other  bring  down  the  Judg¬ 
ments  of  God  upon  us ;  therefore  in- 
itead  of  looking  for  fome  natural 
Caufe  for  the  Plague ,  we  may  find 
the  Caufe  within  our  felves,  for  Sin 
and  Punilhment  are  as  nearly  related, 
as  the  Caufe  and  the  EfFedt,  and  the 
one  will  afiuredly  produce  the  other ; 
nay,  Punilhment  in  the  very  Notion 
of  it  implies  Sin,  for  no  Suffering  can 
be  looked  upon  as  a  Punilhment,  un- 

.  •  lets 
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iefs  infiided  for  Sin,  neither  doth 
God  ajfkcl  ' 'willingly,  nor  grieve  the 
Children  of  Men  (a)  ;  ’tis  our  Sins  that 
extort  the  Judgments  of  God.  But 
as  all  Sins  are  not  equal,  fo  neither 
are  ail  Puniihments  equal,  but  gene¬ 
rally  the  one  is  proportion’d  to  the 
other.  As  then  the  ! Plague  is  the  hea- 
vieit  ol  God’s  Judgments,  they  muft 
be  the  greateft  Sins  that  fliall  provoke 
God  to  lend  it  to  any  People  or  Na¬ 
tion.  Now  we  will  confider  what 
thole  Sins  chiefly  are  which  may  bring 
down  this  fore  judgment  from  Hea¬ 
ven,  and  whether  this  Nation  may 
not  without  fpeedy  Repentance  expect 
it  among  them. 

Sin,  as  I  laid  before,  is  the  proca - 
tartick  Cauje  of  Punifhment,  but  thole 
Sins  which  may  chiefly  provoke  the 
Almighty  to  lend  this  judgment  upon 
a  People,  are, 

i*  A  Contempt  and  Abide  of  his 
Word  and  Ordinances.  Wherefore ,  as 

(a)  Lameii.  ill*  33. 

G  2  I  live , 
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I  live,  faith  the  Lord  God,  furely,  he-* 
cauje  thou  baft  defiled  my  SanBmry  with 
aU  thy  deteflable  Things,  and  with  ali 
thine  Abominations  ;  therefore  will  J  al~ 
fo  diminijh  thee,  neitlxr  jhatt  mine  Eye 
ffiare,  neither  will  I  have  any  ‘pity.  A 
third  Part  of  thee  Jhatt  die  with  the  Pejli- 
lence  (a).  Again,  to  the  Babylonian 
Captives,  Thus  faith  the  Lord  of  Hofis, 

,  hehold,  1  will  lend  ufion  them  the  Sword, 
the  Famine,  and  the  Pcjhlence,  and  will 
make  them  like  vile  tigs,  that  cannot  be 
eaten,  they  cere  jo  Evil.  And  X  will  fier- 
fecute  them  with  the  Sword ,  with  the 

Famine,  and  with  the  Pell  Hence. - - 

Becauje  they  have  not  hearkened  to  my 
Words,  Jaith  the  Lord,  which  1  lent  un¬ 
to  them  by  my  Servants  the  Prophets  [b). 

How  guilty  the  People  of  this  Na¬ 
tion  are  in  this  particular  is  too  noto¬ 
rious  ;  on  one  Hand,  the  Ordinances 
of  Chrift  are  Jobeyly  dilputed  away  , 
on  the  other,  imfiioujly  laugh’d  at  as 
Impoftures  :  By  iome  they  are  gravely 
called  Humane  Inventions,  and  there- 

(<?)  Ezek.  v.  II,  12.  (t)  ]erem.  xxix,  17,  i8,  19. 

fore 
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fore  by  others  prof  hancly,  the  wicked 
, Artifices  of  the  Pnefls.  To  ridicule 
Religion  as  a  Cheat,  and  to  mock  at 
the  Sabbath ,  as  an  hindrance  to  Bufi- 
nefs  and  Pleal’ure,  is  become  fafhion- 
able  j  and  he  that  has  the  Boldnel’s  to 
declare  himfelf  an  Independent  Being, 
and  a  Free-Thinker,  is  looked  upon  as 
a  Man  of  Wit,  and  an  accomplilhed 
Gentleman.  The  Dodrine  of  a  fu¬ 
ture  State  of  Rewards  and  Punifh- 
ments,  is  reprefented  as  a  Contrivance 
only  to  keep  the  Minds  of  Men  in 
Awe  without  any  Grounds  or  Foun¬ 
dation,  either  in  Reafon  or  Religion  ; 
the  Trinity  is  call’d  a  nice  Invention,  to 
puzzle  the  JVit  of  /dan  with  (a)  j  the 
Scriptures  no  more  than  a  Political 
Scheme,  the  Competition  of  Men. 
Thus  from  Practical  Atheifm,  the  Vice 
of  former  Ages ;  this  is  arrived  to 
Speculative,  and  Immorality  feems  to  be 
improved  to  downright  Infidelity. 

(a)  See  a  mofi  Blafphemotts  Infilled y  The  Infat 

Utility  of  Humane  Judgment,  fag.  jp.  Printed- for  one 
J°  Wilcox,  at  the  Given  Dragon  in  Littlc-Britain.  1721, 

And 
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And  not  content  with  entertaining 
fuch  Htheifhcal  Notions  themlelves, 
thefe  Scoffers  and  Buffoons  form  them- 
Pelves  into  Clubs  and  Societies ,  and  con¬ 
cert  Meafures  to  propagate  their  Prin¬ 
ciples,  and  carry  on  the  Caule  of  Ir- 
religion.  From  thefe  Infernal  Cabals 
came  the  Creed  of  an  Independent  Whig  • 
from  hence  the  many  prophane  and 
blasphemous  Libels  againft  the  Trinity, 
which  have  of  late  infefted  the  Town. 
And  if  we  may  argue  from  the  quick 
Sale  of  fuch  poifonous  Books,  and 
from  the  many  Editions  they  undergo 
in  a  fhort  time,  it  proves  a  general 
Corruption  and  Depravity  of  Mind, 
and  a  Decay  of  Chriftian  Piety  in  the 
Nation.  And  can  a  Nation  thus  wick¬ 
ed,  thus  grofsly  prophane,  expert  to 
efcape  the  Vengeance  of  Almighty 
God  ?  An  Heathen  is  able  to  inftrudf 
us  better  (a). 

(a)  - — -Phosbi  rens5 

Sperare  poteras  fceleribus  tantis  dari 
Regnuni  falubre  ?  fecimus  ccelum  nocens. 

X.  Ann.  Senec.  Oedip .  Acl.  i, 

2  .  Schifms 
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o.  Schifms  and  Divifions ,  and  the 
want  of  brotherly  Love.  Thele  have 
always  been  the  Ruin  of  a  People,  and 
brought  down  fome  fignal  Judgment 
of  God  upon  them.  Thele  opened 
the  Way  to  the  Turks  and  Saracens  to 
overflow  the  Eaftern  Churches,  and  let 
the  Mahometan  Impoftures  into  the 
World  :  Thefe  brought  that  Deluge 
of  Goths  and  Vandals,  and  other  bar¬ 
barous  Nations  upon  the  Weft.  And 
indeed  we  need  not  wonder  at  the 
direful  Effects  of  Divifons,  feeing,  as 
St.  James  lays,  Where  Envy  and  Strife 
ti,  there  is  Confufion ,  and  every  evil 
Work  V). 

The  Church  of  Chrift  is  but  One  • 
and  oh !  I  wifh  I  could  lay  of  it  as 
the  Royal  Prophet  doth  of  jcrufalem , 
that  it  was  at  Unity  in  itfelf  that  thi¬ 
ther  the  I  riles  went  .up,  the  Tribes  of 
the  whole  Earth,  to  give  Thanks  unto 
the  Name  of  the  Lord  (b).  But  if  we 
reflect  upon  our  felves,  we  fhall  find 
fo  many  dangerous  Schifms  and  JFa<3i~ 

(a)  C,  3,  v,  1 6,  (b)  122. 

OHS' 


bns  among  us,  as  may  juftly  caufe  Us 
to  fear  the  heavy  Judgment  we  have 
been  treating  of. 

And  amongit  our  Schijms  and  Divi- 
fions ,  it  is  no  fmall  Aggravation  of 
our  Guilt  that  we  are  again  l'ub-divh 
ded  among  ourtelves.  W  e  that  own 
(or  at  leaft  pretend  to  own )  One  Faith, 
and  One  JSaptifm  ;  the  fame  Difcipiine 
and  found  Articles,  to  be  l’plinter’d 
out  into  ‘Parties ,  and  tear  the  leamlefs 
Coat  of  Chrift  ;  what  can  we  expect  ? 
When  like  Oreftes  in  the  Tragedy,  we 
offer  Violence  to  our  own  Mother, 
fhall  not  God  avenge  thefe  Things, 
and  pour  out  the  full  Vials  of  his 
Wrath  upon  us  ?  W  here  is  that  Com- 
munion  in  Devotions,  which  makes 
the  Church  like  unto  jcrujalem  ?  W  here 
is  that  Union  of  Minds  which  makes 
it  fo  plea  fan  t  for  Brethren  to  dwell  to¬ 
gether  ?  Alas !  in  head  of  this,  we 
make  a  Scbijm  within  the  very  Walls 
of  the  Church,  and  hate,  and  bite, 
and  devour  one  another,  fo  that  in 
this  Helped  we  are  worfe  and  more' 

unna- 
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unnatural  than  the  Beafts  of  the  Fo- 
reft  ;  for  no  Beaft  will  devour  that  of 
its  own  Kind  :  The  ravenous  Lion, 
the  wild  Boar ,  the  fierce  Twer ,  and 
the  favage  Bear ,  all  maintain  a  con- 
ftant  Peace  with  thofe  of  their  own 
fort  (a).  But  we  who  are  tied  toge¬ 
ther  by  fuperior  Ties  ;  who  are  Bre< 
jhren,  and  therefore  fhould  tender 
one  another  as  our  Mother  s  IVomb ,  or 
our  own  Bowels  (h)  j  who  are  Chil¬ 
dren  of  the  fame  Father,  Heirs  of  the 
fame  Promife,  Members  of  the  fame 
mvjlical  Body  of  Thrift,  and  therefore 
fhould  have  the  fame  Care  one  for 
another  (ft),  as  have  the  Members  in 
the  Body  natural,  wherein  if  one  buf¬ 
fers,  all  the  reft  are  affected  and  fym-  " 
pathize.  with  it :  We,  I  fay,  make  a 
Schijm  in  our  own  Body,  and  ftrive 

(a)  — — Parcit 

Cognatis  maculis  fimilis  fera  :  Quando  Leoni 
Fortior  eripuit  vitam  Leo  ?  quo  nemore  unquaij^, 
Expiravit  aper  majoris  dentibus  apri  ? 

Indica  tigris  agit  rabida  cum  tigride  pacem 
Perpetuam  :  he  vis  inter  fe  convenit  urlls. 

Juv.  Sat.  15,  i  6o3  &c3 

(b)  Vid*  Leigh's  Critica  Saor.  in  Vo  Co  *AAXpo{* 

(b)  i  Cor.  xii.  2y 

H 
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to  in  jure  and  wrong  one  another.  And 
will  not  ail  thefe  Things  provoke 
God,  who  is  not  the  Author  of  Confiifon , 
hut  of  peace  to  lend  his  ‘Plagues 
upon  us  ? 

3,dly.  A  third  Sin  which  may  bring 
down  this  Judgment  upon  a  People  or 
Nation,  is  the  Sin  of  Sodom.  A  Sin 
io  unnatural,  lb  abominable  in  the 
bight  of  him  who  is  of  purer  Eyes 
than  to  behold  any  Iniquity,  that  for 
it  the  l^ord  rained  ugon  Sodorti  and  uyon 
Gomorrah  Brimflone  and  Fire  from  the 
Ford  out  of  FIcaven  (b\ 

_  1  hat  this  is  a  reigning  Sin  in 
this  Nation,  is  too  julily  feared.  I 
have  been  told,  that  in  London ,  or  not 
far  from  it,  there  are  Clubs  and  Socie¬ 
ties  ereded  for  the  perpetrating  of  this 

more  than  beltial  Vice.  0  2  empora  ! 

0  Mores  !  '  '  f 

4 fhly-  Another  Sin  which  may  fh> 
up  the  Anger  of  God  to  fend  a  Plague 
arnong  a  People,  is  Rebellion  againft 
their  lawful  Sovereign.  This  it  was 

(S  I  Cor,  xiv.  23.  (h)  Geu.  xix.  24, 

'  !  1  '  which 
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which  drew  down  that  terrible  Tlngm, 
which  deftroyed  almolt  all  the  Nobili¬ 
ty  of  France,  as  mentioned  teg-,  a  .2.  of 
this  Treatile. 

How  far  this  Nation  has  been  in¬ 
volv’d  in  this  Sin,  hands  too  largely 
Recorded  in  our  Annals.  I  only  wilh 
that  the  Guilt  may  be  walhed  away, 
that  the  Blood  of  the  Royal  Martyr 
doth  not  hill  cry  from  the  Ground 
for  Vengeance. 

To  take  a  general  View  of  our  felves 
now  at  once.  Are  not  Impiety  and  a 
Contempt  of  God’s  Word,  Pride  and 
Vanity,  Luxury  and  Debauchery  more 
than  ever  prevailing  in  this  Nation, 
beyond  the  Examples  of  all  former 
Ages,  and  not  to  be  parallelled  by  fu¬ 
ture  ?  Doth  not  Oppreffion,  Deceit  and 
Perjury  ovedpread  us  ?  Bias  not  Covet- 
.  ouinefs  eat  us  like  a  Canker,  macerated 
our  Bodies,  and  coniumed  our  Eilates  ? 
Is  there  not  l’uch  an  univerlal  Corrup¬ 
tion  of  Manners, Debauchery ,Unclean- 
nefs,  Piophanenefs,  and  other  Abo¬ 
minations  among  us,  as  that  we  may 

H  1  fay 
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fay  of  this  Nation,  in  general,  as  the 
Prophet  did  of  Judah ,  This  is  a  JSIation 
that  obeyeth  not  the  J/oice  of  the  Lord 
their  God  (a).  And  of  this  City  in 
particular,  as  the  Prophet  did  of  Gile¬ 
ad,  It  is  a  City  of  them  that  'work  Iniquity 
(t).  For  lure  never  did  Iniquity  of 
all  forts  any  where  more  abound  than 
now  in  our  great  Metropolis !  The  Peo¬ 
ple  thereof  with  Jefurun  have  waxed 
fat  and  kicked  (c ),  they  have  been  full, 
and  have  denied  their  God,  and  have 
laid,  Who  is  the  Lord  (d)  ?  In  Ihort,  the 
Meafure  of  the  Iniquities  of  this  City 
and  Nation  feems  to  be  well  nigh  fil¬ 
led  up,  and  unlefs  a  l’peedy  and  gene¬ 
ral  Reformation  appeale  the  Wrath  of 
God,  we  cannot  expedf  much  longer 
to  eicape  his  ‘Plague. 

Our  blefled  Saviour  hinted  to  the 

impotent  Man  in  the  Golpel,  that  his 

Sins  were  the  Caufe  of  his  Infirmity  ; 

•  */  * 

when  he  laid  unto  him,  Sin  no  more , 
leafi  a  <worje  Thing  come  unto  thee  (e). 

(a)  Jerem.  vii.  28.  (b)  Hof.  vi.  18.  (c)  Deut. 

$xxii.  15*  (d)  Prov.  xxx.  9.  ( e )  Job.  v*  14. 

And 
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And  know  we  not  jet  that  Eg  ypt  is  de¬ 
stroyed  (a)  ?  Has  the  lore  judgment 
upon  the  poor  MarfeilUms  no  Influ¬ 
ence  upon  us  ?  When  the  deftroying 
Angel  is  out,  and  Death  is  in  all  our 
Borders,  do  we  think  that  God  will 
pals  over  our  Door,  as  he  did  the 
Ljraelites  s,  when  he  l'mote  the  Egyp¬ 
tians^  and  not  liiffer  the  Deftroyer  to 
come  into  our  Houles  to  finite  us  ? 
No  ;  the  cry  of  our  Sins  are  gone  up 
to  Heaven  like  the  cry  of  Sodom ,  and 
unlej's  we  repent  we  Jhall  all  hkewife  pe- 
rijh. 

As  therefore  the  Plague  is  a  Judg¬ 
ment  of  God  s  immediate  fending,  we 
Ihould  in  time  of  Danger,  or  real  In¬ 
fection,  firft  of  all  fly  to  him  the 
Fountain  of  all  Mercy,  who  alone 
can  avert  it,  or  remove  it.  This  was 
the  Practice  of  the  Heathens,  as  well 
as  it  has  always  been  of  the  Chrifiians7 
as  we  may  learn  from  Livy,  who 
tells  us,  that  in  that  great  ~ 
which  happened  under 


Exoi  x*  7* 
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(hips  of  Abut  m  and  Servilm ,  publick 
Prayers  were  appointed  in  all  Temples 
to  deprecate  the  Anger  of  the  Gods 
(a).  And  the  Greek  Church  to  this 
Day  have  a  hated  Form  of  Prayer  to 
be  ufed  in  Time  of  Pehilence  (b).  And 
indeed,  without  the  Divine  Affihance, 
in  vain  is  the  Labour  of  the  Phjician, 
I  may  ‘Plant ,  and  Ap  olios  may  Water  j 
but  God  mufl  give  the  lncreaje  (c). 

Very  prudent  are  the  Precautions 
and  Advices  of  the  P by ft 'dans  taken 
by  the  Government  to  prevent  the 
In  fed  ion  from  l'preading  itfelf  into 
thel’e  Kingdoms ;  but  as  the  Cauje  of 
it  is  the  Anger  oj  God  for  the  Sins  of  a 
People,  we  ought  to  look  up  unto  him, 
and  if  we  would  elcape  it,  inftantly 
to  break  off  our  Sins  by  R/ghteoufncjs, .  and 
our  Iniquities  by  Jhewing  Mercy  to  the 
Poor  (d).  For  till  our  Sins  ('which  are 
the  Procatartick  Caufe  of  this  Malady ) 
be  broken  off,  all  other  Endeavours 
to  prevent  it  will  prove  vain  and 

(a)  Vi d.  T.  Liv.  3.  7.  (b)  Vid.  Goar.  Rituale  Gra* 
corum.  (c)  1  Cor.  iit*  6.  (d)  Dan.  iv.  27. 

fruit- 
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fruitlefs.  Publick  and  private  'Prayers , 
Fajisj  and  Humiliations do  powerful 
engage  the  Protection  of  Heaven  to  a 
People.  VV  e  are  told,  that  formerly 
at  Marseilles  ("now  once  more  the  Seat 
of  Death)  a  moft  deplorable  Plague 
was  hop’d  by  Prayers  and  Faffing  a  - 
lone  (a),  but  thel'e  muff  be  accompa¬ 
nied  with  a  ferious  and  hearty  Repen¬ 
tance.  W  hen  we  pray,  we  muff  lift 
up  holy  Hands  and  clean  Hearts  to 
God,  ptherwife  our  Prayers  will  be 
turn’d  into  £in.  Our  Sacrifices,  un- 
leis  they  be  thole  of  a  troubled  Spirit, 
of  a  broken  and  contrite  Hearty  will 
be  an  Abomination.  Our  F'a/ls  muff 
pot  confift  in  a//,  idling  the  Soul ,  in  bosses 
ing  down  the  Head  as  a  Bulrujh ,  and  in 
Spreading  Sackcloth  and  Hjkes  ‘y  but  they 
mult  be  fuch  as  God  has  chofen, 
which  are,  to  loofe  the  Bands  of  Wick - 
ednejs ,  to  undo  the  heavy  Burthens ,  and 
to  let  the  OppreJJcd  go  free ,  and  that  ye 
break  every  Poke  :  L  o  deal  thy  Bread  to 

(a)  Quondam  Mtrfili*  deploratiffimam  peftem  fo- 

“*•  D“"r 
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the  Hungry ,  and  that  thou  bring  the  lP oor 
that  are  caft  out  to  thy  Houje  •  ‘when 
thou  feeft  the  Naked ,  that  thou  cover 
him ,  and  that  thou  hide  not  thy  Jelf  from 
thine  own  Flejh  (a).  Thus  mutt  our 
Fafts  be  fanctified,  otherwife  the  pro¬ 
claiming  of  them  is  but  affronting 
God,  and  our  Jolemn  Meeting  u  Iniquity. 

The  good  Effects  then  of  our  ! 'Pray¬ 
ers  and  rafts  depending  upon  the  Se- 
rioufhefs  of  our  Repentance,  we  ought 
to  take  lpecial  Care,  that  in  the  very 
deprecating  the  Vengeance  of  God, 
we  don’t  provoke  him  to  pour  it 
-  down  upon  us. 

National  Sins  may  prevent  the 
Prayers  of  even  many  Righteous  from 
attending  up  to  Heaven  in  behalf  of 
the  Publick,  for  though  God  promued 
to  fpare  Sodom  for  the  fake  ot  ten 
Righteous  (b),  yet  we  cannot  expedt 
that  he  will  fpare  this  Nation  for  the 
fake  of  a  great  many  Times  ten,  be- 
caufe  the  Condition  of  Sodom  was  quite 
different  from  ours  ;  if  the  mighty. 

(a)  Ifai.  Iviii.  7.  (b)  Gen.  xviii° 

!  "  Works 
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Works  ‘which  have  been  done  m  us,  had 
been  done  in  Sodom ,  it  would  have  re¬ 
mained  until  this  ‘Day  (a).  Yet  I  am 
willing  to  think,  and  to  believe,  that 
there  are  many,  many  Thoufands  of  pi¬ 
ous,  fincere, good  Chriftiansin  the  Land, 
and  that  for  the  fake  of  one  good  W ork 
efpecially,  the  erecting  and  keeping 
Up  lo  many  Chanty-Schools,  wherein 
Children  are  brought  up  in  the  fear 
and  nurture  of  the  Lord,  and  are 
taught  their  Duty  to  God  and  their 
Neighbour,  the  Nation  has  hitherto 
been  Ipared,  and  not  been  made  as 
Sodom ,  and  like  unto  Gomorrah But 
hill  if  ‘Prophanenefs  and  Immorality  be 
general  Vices,  if  Impiety  and  Irrehgiort 
have  the  Majority  on  their  Side,  and 
the  Atheifi  can  walk  lecure  at  Noon¬ 
day  unmask’d,  Go  d  may  not  fpare  it 
any  longer  for  the  lake  of  the  Righ¬ 
teous,  They  only  may  be  delivered ,  but 
the  hand  may  be  defolate  (b)< 

Piety  and  Virtue,  Jujlice  and  Ho- 
nefiy,  b>  other l  y  Love  and  Charity,  a  Zeal 

(a)  Matt.  xi,  22.  (b)  Ezek.  xiv.  12, 
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for  the  honour  of  God,  and  his  moft 
holy  Religion,  will  always  exalt  a  Cu 
ty  or  Nation ,  and  in  a  lpecial  manner 
entitle  it  to  the  Favour  and  Prote&ion 
of  Almighty  God;  but  Sin,  as  it  is 
the  Reproach,  fo  is  it  the  DeftruSHon 
of  a  People.  If  the  faithful  City  turns 
an  Harlot  ’  if  Atheifm  and  Trophanenefs 
pollute  the  Dwellings  of  fome,  and 
the  Godlinefs  of  others  be  turn’d  into 
Gain ,  and  their  Religion  into  Form ;  if 
ffuftice  be  adminiftred  with  Partiality, 
and  Love  and  Unity  be  loft  in  Tarty 
and  Faction ,  Iniquity  mull  certainly 
be  her  Ruin. 

At  a  time  then,  when  we  are  juftly 
alarm’d  with  the  dreadful  Calamities 
of  our  Neighbours,  and  are  contri¬ 
ving  how  to  prevent  the  like  from  fal¬ 
ling  upon  our  felves ;  let  us  coniider 
from  whence  they  come,  and  that  our 
greateft  Security  againft  them  lies  in  a 
ierious  Repentance  and  Amendment 
of  our  Lives.  If  we  do  but  put  a 
ftop  to  the  Contagion  of  Sin,  we  need 
not  be  afraid  of  the  Tlague ,  for  then 

the 
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the  Caufe  is  remov’d,  and  the  Effed: 
rauft  ceaie  in  courle.  To  abftain  from 
all  Ungodlinels  and  worldly  Luff,  and 
to  follow  after  Righteoufnefs  and  true 
Holinefs,  is  the  only  eftedual  Means  to 
keep  off  the  impending  Judgment  up¬ 
on  this  Nation,  for  unlefs  the  Wrath 
of  God  he  firft  appeas’d  by  a  general 
Repentance  and  Reformation,  all  other 
Endeavours  to  prevent  it,  will  prove 
feeble,  and  of  no  force.  We  may  keep 
our  Shipping  to  ftridt  S^uarantaine ,  we 
may  form  Limes ,  and  cut  off  all  Com¬ 
munication  with  the  InfeSed ,  we  may 
barricadoe  up  our  Cities  and  our 
Towns,  and  Ihut  our  felves  up  in  our 
Houles,  Death  twill  come  uj)  into  our 
Windows,  and  enter  into  our \ Palaces ,  and 
cut  off  our  Children  from  -without,  and 
the  young  Men  from  the  Streets  ( a).  The 
deftroymg  Angel  cannot  be  Ihut  out, 
when  God  lends  him  to  execute  his 
judgment  upon  a  wicked  and  difobe- 
dient  People. 

(*)  jerera.  viii.  21. 
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But  here,  the  ‘Principles  and  Man¬ 
ners  of  this  prelent  Age  are  l’o  corrupt¬ 
ed,  that  to  put  a  flop  to  the  unbound¬ 
ed  Liberty  of  the  one,  and  the  Li- 
eentioufnefs  of  the  other,  the  civil 
Magi  fir  ate  muft  exert  his  Power,  and 
be  a  hilling  to  the  Clergy ,  in  pun  idl¬ 
ing  with  the  Sword  of  Juftice  thole 
Evils,  which  they  can  only  rebuke, 
reprove,  and  condemn.  For  unlefs  the 
Laws  are  put  in  force  again  ft  Vice  and 
Immorality ,  againft  Herefies ,  Pro- 
phanenejs ,  Blajpbcmy  and  Atheifrn ,  the 
Clerg  y  will  be  able  to  go  but  a  little 
way  towards  reforming  the  Dilblute- 
nel's  of  the  Age. 

What  Encouragement  doth  the 
Jinan  take  from  the  Impunity  he 
enjoys?  What  the  Atheift  ?  It  makes 
them  bold  and  daring,  heardens  them 
in  their  W  ickednefs,  and  Spirits  them 
up  to  propagate  and  l'pread  their 
gccurfed  Principles. 

To  what  an  height  is  prophane  Cuff¬ 
ing  and  Swearing  grown,  insomuch 

that  one  cannot  walk  the  Streets, 
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without  having  one’s  Ears  offended 
with  blafphemous  Oaths  and  direful 
Imprecations.  And  what  is  this  ow¬ 
ing  to,  but  the  want  of  putting  the 
Laws  in  Execution  againft  thefe  abo¬ 
minable  Vices  ?  And  here  I  muft  ob- 
ferve,  that  there  is  this  fatal  Confe- 
quence  attending  the  Remilfnels  of 
the  Magiftrate  in  executing  Wrath 
upon  them  that  do  Evil,  that  thofe 
Sins  which  otherwife  were  of  a  pri¬ 
vate  Nature,  by  being  countenanced 
or  not  puniih’d  by  him,  become  of  a 
publick  Nature,  and  may  in  the  Con- 
lequence  of  them  affedt  a  whole  Na¬ 
tion. 

Let  then  the  Magiftrate  not  be  a 
Gallio  in  Religion,  and  care  for  none 
of  the  Abules  that  are  put  upon  it 
by  wicked  and  atheiftical  Men,  but 
let  him  be  active  and  vigorous  in  exe¬ 
cuting  the  Laws  againft  all  Prophane- 
nejs,  [Debauchery,  and  Immorality.  Let 
him  fupprefs  thofe  many  blafpbcmou s 
‘Pamphlets  and  Papers,  which  fwarm 
daily  from  the  Prej's ,  againft  the  Tri- 
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nity,  againft  the  Chrifiian  Priefhood, 
again  ft  all  reveal'd  Religion ,  by  flopping 
the  Sale  of  luch  poifonous  Libels ,  and 
bringing  their  Authors  and  Contrivers 
to  open  and  condign  Punifhment. 
Let  him  put  a  check  to  that  detefta- 
ble  Vice  of  common  Swearing  and  Cur - 
fag.  I  .et  him  put  down  all  lewd  . 

and  diforderly  Houles,  where  at  their 
nodurnal  Meetings  it  is  a  [harm  even  to 
[peak  of  thofe  Things ,  which  are  done 
of  them  in  fecret  (a).  Let  him  fee  that 
the  Sabbath  be  duly  obferv’d,  that  it 
be  kept  holy  unto  the  Lord,  that 
there  be  no  buying  nor  felling,  on  that 
Day,  leaft  they  bring  Wrath  upon  our 
Jjrael  by  prophaning  the  Sabbath.  Let 
him  ad:  as  did  upright  Job,  who  wras 
himfelf  a  Magiftrate  in  his  Country. 
He  delivered  the  ‘Poor  that  cried ,  and 
the  Fatherlejs ,  and  him  that  had  none  to 
help  him.  He  caufed  the  Widows  heart 
to  Jmg  for  Joy.  He  put  on  Right coufnefs, 
and  it  cloathed  him  :  His  Judgment  was 
as  a  Robe  and  ‘Diadem,  He  was  Ey  es 

(a)  Eph,  v.  12. 
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to  the  Blind ,  and  Feet  'was  he  to  the 
Fame.  He  '■was  a  Father  to  the  Boor  ; 
a  ’d  the  caujc  'which  he  knevo  not  he 
Jearched  out.  And  he  brake  the  fa-ws  of 
the  id  ickcd)  and  £ luck  d  the  j^)oil  out  of 
hu  Teeth  (a) .  In  a  W  ord,  let  the  Ma¬ 
gi  ftrate  execute  Judgment  and  Righte- 
oufnels,  let  him  be  a  1.  error  to  the 
Wicked,  and  an  Encourager  of  thole 
that  do  well ;  and  let  him  by  his  own 
Example  promote  Religion  and  Piety, 
brotherly  Love  and  Charity,  the  Hon¬ 
our  of  God,  and  the  Profperity  of 
his  Church. 

.  1  0  tnis  Care  and  Diligence  of  the 
clvil  Magiftrate  to  fupprefs  Prophane- 
nefs  and  Immorality,  and  to  Vecure 
Obedience  from  all  to  the  Laws  of 
Goo  as  well  as  Man,  let  the  Clemy 
join  their  Afliftance,  and  by  Inftrudi- 
on  and  Exhortation  endeavour  to  con¬ 
vince  the  Gam-Jayer,  reclaim  the  pro- 
lligate,  ftrengthen  the  weak,  and  con¬ 
firm  the  Faith  of  the  Itrong.  Let 
them  preach  for  Dodrine,  not  the 

(«)  Job  29.  12 ,  l4j  I5>  !6t  l7. 
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Commandments  of  Men,  but  the 
Truths  of  the  Gofpel.  Let  them  bold¬ 
ly  rebuke  Vice  where-ever  they  find 
it,  and  not  fow  DiUars  under  /Inn-holes. 
Let  them  be  ready ,  (as  they  are  in  the 
moft  folemn  manner  engag’d)  (a) 
<mth  all  faithful  ‘Diligence,  to  brnifo  and 
drive  away  aU  erroneous  and  flrange  Doc > 
trines ,  contrary  to  Go d’s  W ord.  Let 
them  not  out  of  a  Complement,  or 
for  any  worldly  Intereft  give  _  up  the 
Ordinances  of  Chrift,  or  balely  dii- 
own  their  Commiffions.  Let  them 
not  part  with  one  fingle  Truth,  one 
Text  of  Scripture,  one  fota  of  the  GoR 
pel  for  the  greateft  Man'  S  mi/lct  yrivlat, 
aoi  Enlace,  for  an  all  thefe  Things  will  I 
give  thee.  In  fhort,  let  them  by  the 
Soundnefs  of  their  Do&rine,  and  Inte¬ 
grity  of  their  Lives,  ftrive  to  con¬ 
vince  the  W orld  of  the  Error  of  their 
Ways,  and  to  gut  to  filence  the  Ignorance 
[  of  joolijh  Men. 

Thus  when  Religion  fhall  come 
more  into  Fafhion,  and  the  Honour  ot 

(a)  See  the  Form  of  Ordering  of  Priefts. 
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God  be  promoted  with  an  holy  Zeal; 
when  the  Atheift  (hall  be  in  Difgrace, 
and  the  Arian  lhall  want  his  powerful 
Abettors,  when  the  Civil  Magiftrate 
and  the  Clergy  lhall  join  Hand  in 
Hand  in  carrying  on  the  Caufe  of  Vir¬ 
tue  and  Piety,  and  fuppreffing  all  man*- 
ner  of  Prophanenefs  and  Immorality, 
then  may  we  expert  that  God  will  re¬ 
move  his  Judgments  far  off  from  us« 
f  or  by  this  means  we  put  away  Evil 
from  our  Dwellings,  and  caufe  that 
the  Wickednels  of  the  Wicked  doth 
not  reft  upon  the  Nation. 

It  was  the  Decree  of  Artaxerxes, 
King  of  'Perfia.,  JVhatfoever  is  command * 
ed  by  the  God  of  Heaven ,  let  it  be  di¬ 
ligently  done  for  the  Houfe  of  the  God  of 
Heaven  y  for  why  fhould  there  be  Wrath 
againfl  the  Realm  of  the  King  and  his 
Son  (a)  ?  And  his  Commiffion  to 
Ezra  the  Prieft,  was,  to  fet  Magiflrates 
and  Judges,  ‘which  might  judge  all  the 
People,  ‘which  were  beyond  the  River , 
all  Juch  as  knew  tlx  Paws  of  God,  and 

(*)  Ezravii.  23. 
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to  teach  them  that  knew  not .  And  who¬ 
mever  would  not  do  the  Law  of  God , 
and  the  Law  oj  the  King ,  to  let  Judg¬ 
ment  be  executed  f'peedily  upon  him ,  whe¬ 
ther  it  were  unto  Death)  or  to  Banijh - 
merit ,  or  to  Confiscation  oj  Goods ,  or  to 
Jmpnjonment  (ay 

Thus  we  fee,  that  this  pious  King 
thought  that  the  only  way  to  engage 
the  Bleffing  of  Heaven  upon  his  King¬ 
dom,  was  to  fuffier  the  Captives  to  re¬ 
turn  to  Jer  ufalem ,  To  jet  up  the  JToufe 
of  their  God ,  and  to  repair  the  Deflati¬ 
ons  thereof  (b)  ;  to  give  them  a  Corn¬ 
ua  iffi  on  to  appoint  judges,  to  execute 
Juftiee  to  the  People,  to  in  (tract  the 
Ignorant,  and  to  puniffi  all  that  tranl- 
grefs’d  the  Law  of  God,  or  the  King, 
according  to  the  Merits  of  their  Crime, 
as  then  offending,  not  ignorantly, but  of 
malicious  Wickednels.  And  certain  it 
is  the  Bleffing  of  any  People  depends 
upon  their  religious  Obfervance  of  the 
Laws  of  God.  The  Lord  is  with  you, 
faith  the  Trophet ,  to  Afa,  while  ye  be 
with  him  ;  and  if  ye  Jeek  him ,  he  will 

(a)  Ezra  xvii.  25,  2(5.  ( b )  Ezra  ix.  9.  be 
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le  found  of  you  ;  but  if  ye  for  [ah  him , 
he  ‘will  for  fake  you  (a).  God  will  be 
the  Defender  of  a  People  that  oblerve 
his  Statutes,  and  walk  in  his  Laws, 
lo  that  they  fhall  not  be  afraid  for  the 
Teflilence  that  walketh  in  Darknefs ,  nor 
jor  the  Deflrudhon  that  wafleth  at  Noon¬ 
day  ;  for  though  a  Thoufand  fhall  fall  at 
their  Side ,  and  Ten  Thoufand  at  their 
Ihght-handft  fall  not  come  nigh  them  lb). 
But  if  they  depart  away  from  God. 
If  their  Mouths  are  full  of  Curfmg  and 
Bitternefs ,  and  their  beet  arc  jwift  to 
fed  Blood  :  If  Definition  and  JVlifery 
are  in  their  Ways,  and  the  ■way  of  Peace 
they  have  not  known ,  and  there  is  no 
Tear  of  God  before  their  Eyes  (cf  If 
judgment  is  turned  away  backward ,  and 
Juftice '  flandeth  afar  off  ' ;  if  Truth  is 
fallen  in  the  Street ,  and  Equity  cannot 
enter  (a).  He  will  depart  from  them, 
and  then,  though  they  may  look  for  a 
lime  of  Health  (e),  Deftrubtion  will 
come  upon  them  unawares. 

_  (<0  2  Citron.  XV.  2.  (t)  Pfal.  xci.  6,  y.  (c)  Rom. 

m\  14,  15,  i6t  17,  1 8.  (d)  Ifai.  lix.  14.  (e)  Ter. 
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The  direct  way  therefore  to  put  a 
ftop  to  the  Progrefs  of  the  Plague ,  and 
to  prevent  it  from  fpreading  into  this 
Nation,  is  firft  to  put  a  flop  to  the 
Progrefs  of  Sin  and  Infidelity  ;  for  if 
Iniquity  aboundeth,  the  Wrath  of  God 
will  abound.  Let  us  not  then  truft  to 
the  Arm  of  Flelh,  nor  to  the  ‘Politicians 
Schemes,  but  in  the  living  God  ;  let 
us  fee  the  Things  which  belong  to 
our  Health,  before  they  be  hid  from 
our  Eyes,  turn  from  the  Evil  of  our 
Doings,  that  God  may  turn  his  An¬ 
ger  from  us.  Let  a  Senle  of  the  real 
Danger  we  are  in  from  our  manifold 
and  grievous  Sins,  ftir  us  up  to  a 
fpeedy  and  lincere  Repentance.  Let 
Us  not,  when  Death  is  at  our  Doors, 
walk  any  longer  in  Rioting  and  Drunk - 
ennefsy  in  Chambering  and  Wantomejs ,  m 
Strife  and  Envying  j  but  let  us  gut  on  the 
Lord  j fefuiSj  and  make  not  Provifion  for 
the  Flejh,  to  fulfil  the  Lufls  thereof  (a). 
What  a  dreadful  Thing  would  it  be  to 
Re  furprized  with  fudden  Death  in  the 

(a)  Horn.  siii.  13,  14. 
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midft  of  our  Sins,  without  lb  much  as 
time  for  the  fhorteft  Ejaculation  to  Hea¬ 
ven,  for  a  Lord  have  jfylercy  upon  me  l 
Yet  fuch  is  the  Cafe  often  of  thofe 
whom  God  affiiCteth  with  the  Tlague. 

Let  the  deplorable  Condition  of 
the  People  in  France ,  be  a  warning 
to  us  to  turn  from  the  Evil  of  our 
Ways,  and  to  do  jujlly ,  to  love  mercy  3 
and  to  walk  humbly  with  our  God  (a)3 
leaft  the  fame,  or  even  feme  worfe 
Evil  come  unto  us.  But  above  all, 
let  the  Clergy  and  the  civil  Magi- 
ftrates  (as  I  hinted  before)  do  their 
Duty  in  their  relpeCtive  Stations  faith¬ 
fully,  and  with  Courage  and  Refolu- 
tion  ;  and  in  reforming  the  Vices  of 
the  Age,  where  the  Inftru&ions,  Ex¬ 
hortations,  and  Reproofs  of  the  One 
are  Ineffectual,  let  the  Other  make  ufe 
of  the  Sword.  For  ’till  publick  Sins 
are  publickly  punilhed,  the  Wrath  of 
God  will  abide  upon  a  People.  Thus 
we  find  God  punilhed  the  Ifraelites 

(a)  Mich,  vj,  8.  Difcite  juftitiam  raoniti  &  non 
temnere  Dives. 
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with  the  Plague  for  their  Whoredom 
and  Idolatry ,  ’till  Phinchas  flood  up  and 
executed  Judgment  upon  Zdmn  and 
Cozbi,  by  nailing  them  to  the  Tent 
with  his  Ravelin  in  the  midft  of  their 
unchafte  Embraces,  and  then  the  Plague 
was  flayed.  And  God  declared  that 
this  A&ion  of  his  alone  turned  away 
his  Wrath  from  the  Children  of  I/- 
rael.  Phinehas ,  the  Son  of  jEJeazar,  the 
Son  of  Haron  the  Pnefl ,  hath  turned  my 
Wrath  away  from  the  Children  of  Ijrael, 
f while  he  was  zealous  for  my  fake  among 
them,)  that  I  confirmed  not  the  Children 
of  Ifrael  in  my  fealoufy  fa). 

It  muft  here  be  obferved,  that  God 
had  before  commanded  Mofes  to  take 
all  the  Heads  of  the  People,  and  to  hang 
them  up  before  him  againfl  the  Sun,  that 
his  fierce  Huger  might  be  turned  away 
from  Ifrael  •  and  in  purfuance  of  this 
Divine  Command  to  Mofes,  and  of 
Mofes' s  to  the  fudges  of  Ifrael  fb),  did 
Phinehas  vindicate  the  Honour  of  God 

(a)  Numb.  xxv.  n.  (b)  iv. 
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by  executing  Judgment  fpeedily  upon 
thefe  open  and  notorious  Offenders. 

What  an  Example  is  here  to  all 
Magiftrates  to  be  zealous  for  the  Glo¬ 
ry  and  Service  of  Almighty  God  ! 
And  how  neceffary  is  their  Zeal  now, 
when  Religion  is  expoled  and  intuit¬ 
ed  by  every  little  lcoffing  Libertine , 
and  atheiftical  Buffoon  j  when  Whore - 
dom  and  SLdult cry  ■  are  grown  lo  com¬ 
mon,  that  they  are  flxuck  out  of  the 
Catalogue  of  Sins,  and  looked  upon 
as  polite  and  falhionable  Practices  ! 

By  the  Magiftrate’s  timely  interpo- 
fing  in  behalf  of  Religion  and  Virtue, 
and  ounifhing  Offenders  according  to 
his  Power  and  Duty ;  the  Wrath  of 
God  may  be  appealed,  and  a  Nation 
laved  from  utter  Ruin  and  Deftru&ion. 
For  tho’  God’s  Hand  be  ftretched  out 
to  deftroy  it,  yet  if  Judgment  be  Jpee- 
dih  executed,  openly ?  and  againft  the  Sun 
upon  the  wicked,  it  may  turn  away 
his  Wravh  '  (hat  he  deftroy  it  not. 
Let  not  then  the  Magiftrate  hand  fu- 
pinely  and  unconcerned  by,  and  lee 

the 
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the  daily  Encroachments  which  A ' 
theifm  and  Immorality  make  upon  our 
Borders,  but  let  him  rife  up  in  De¬ 
fence  of  God  and  Religion,  (nunc  ant- 
mu  opus — nunc  peclore  finno )  for  as  Da¬ 
vid  laid  in  another  Cafe,  Who  can  tell 
<, whether  God.  will  be  gracious  to  this  Ra¬ 
tion,  that  it  may  live  (a)  ? 

If  looie  and  irreligious  Principles, 
the  Parents  of  debauched  and  flagiti¬ 
ous  Pra&ices  at  any  time  get  ground 
and  prevail  through  the  forbearance  of 
the  Magiftrate,  the  Nation  muft  be 
expofed  to  the  juft  Anger  of  Almigh¬ 
ty  God  ;  but  as  a  learned  and  religi¬ 
ous  (b)  ‘Phyjtcian  has  it,  a  ’Tis  to  be 
a  hoped  this  once  wife  and  fober  Na- 
u  tion  will  awaken  from  its  Lethar- 
«  gy.  That  notwithftanding  the  pre- 
cc  lent  Popularity  of  Vice ,  Levity  and 
“  Impiety ,  it  may  one  Day  recover  its 
«  Relifh  of  folid  Knowledge  and  real 
a  Merit.  That  Buffoons  may  one  Day 
u  be  expofed,  the  Laughters  in  their 

(a)  2  Sam.  xii.  22.  (b)  Sir  R.  BlackmoreV  Inf. 
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turn  become  ridiculous,  and  an 
<c  atheiftieal  Scoffer  be  as  much  out  of 
u  Credit,  as  a  ibber  and  religious 
“  Man  is  at  prefent :  Virtue,  Seri- 
u  oufnels,  and  a  due  Reverence  of 
u  facred  and  divine  Things  may  re- 
u  vive  among  us  ;  and  ’tis  the  Duty 
“  and  Intereft  of  every  Man  that 
w  loves  his  Country,  and  wilhes  well 
u  to  Mankind,  to  make  his  utmoft 
<c  Efforts  to  bring  about  iuch  an  hap- 
&  py  Revolution . 

But  the  chief  Inftruments  in  this 
Work  muft  be  the  Magijlrate  and  the 
‘ Divine  :  The  One  by  gmijhivg. ,  the 
Other  by  confuting  the  Errors  of  Men. 
For  the  Magistrate  beareth  not  the 
Sword  in  vain ,  he  is  not  to  let  it  raft 
ill  the  Sheath ,  but  with  it  to  Jhew  the 
Reogle  their  Tranfgrejjion  (a).  And  if 
is  very  remarkable,  that  when  the 
Jews  complained  of  their  Brethren’s 
exacting  Ulury  of  them,  Jsbehemiah 
rebuked  the  Rulers  for  it,  and  laid 
the  Guilt  at  their  Door  for  liiffering 

(a)  Ifaiah  lviii;  i. 

L  it ; 
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it  }  T hen  1  conjulted  with  my  fiif,  and  I 
rebuked  the  Llolles,  and  the  Rulers,  and 
j aid  unto  them,  Y  o  tt  exaiH  UJury  every 
one  of  his  Brother  fa). 

However,  let  all  thofe  that  name  the 
name  of  Chrift  depart  from  Iniquity, 
and  let  the  Unbeliever  and  Bcbauchce  be 
the  object  of  each  virtuous  and  religi¬ 
ous  Man’s  Scorn  and  Contempt.  Let 
m  not  commit  Fornication,  as  tome  of  the 
Israelites  committed ,  and  fell  m  one  Bay 
three  and  twenty  Thoufand  i  hut  as  all 
there  i  Dings  happened  unto  them  for  En- 
famples,  and  arc  written  for  mr  /Idmoni- 
o  i  (b)  ;  let  us  take  Warning  by  them, 
and  not  provoke  God  by  our  Sins  to 
lend  the  like  or  heavier  Judgments 
upon  us.  But  let  us  conlider,  and 
before  it  is  too  late,  turn  from  our 
Iniquities  that  they  may  not  be  our 
Ruin.  I  yCt  us  by  Repentance  and 
Amendment  of  our  Lives  make  way 
for  our  Prayers,  that  they  may  reach 
the  Ears  of  the  Almighty,  when  we 
pray  unto  him  to  avert  his  Plagues,, 
and  to  continue  his  Favour  and  Lo- 

(•*)  Nehem.  v.  7.  (b)  1  Cor.  x.  8-»ii.  vin<T- 


ving-kindnefs  towards  us ;  for  God 
will  not  hear  the  Prayers  of  the  wick¬ 
ed,  nor  help  them  when  they  cry  un¬ 
to  him.  Let  us  keep  his  Sabbaths, 
,and  reverence  his  Sanduaries. 

In  a  word  ;  let  every  one  in  their 
feveral  Stations  and  Callings,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  Abilities,  he  valiant  for 
the  Truth ,  zealous  tor  the  Glory  and 
Honour  of  God,  heady  to  the  Intereft 
of  the  Church  pf  England,  as  by  Law 
Eftablifh  d,  obedient  to  the  higher 
powers,  peaceable  and  quiet,  juft  and 
•honeft,  and  Followers  of  all  luch 
Things  as  tend  to  promote  true  Re- 
Iigion  and  good  Manners  in  the 
World.  Let  this  Nation  be  foil  of 
judgment,  and  let  Righteoufnefs  lodge 
fo  it.  And  then,  when  Truth  fhall 
be  found  on  our  fide,  the  Mercy  pf 
God  will  meet  it ;  when  Rigbteozijmjs , 
;his  Fecitc.  Then,  when  all  the  Na¬ 
tion  fhall  fear  and  worihip  him,  fhall 
his  Ja,ving  Health  be  known  among  us, 
body  even  our  own  God  fhall  blefs  us  (a). 

(a)  Pfal.  Ixvii. 

L  Q> 
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HAT  (a)  Rule  of  the 
Phyfmms,  that  in  time 
of  a  Pejhlence ,  to  make, 
bafle  away,  to,  get  at  a 
oreat  cJ)iflmee  off,  and  to 

<b  .  J .  7  7 

be  I  low  m  returning  back, 
is  the  only  prefent  and  lure  Remedy 
againft  it,  is  looked  upon  by  Lavate- 
rijys,  and  his  Latin  Interpreter  J~olm 
Pontijella ,  to  be  hardly  Cbrijhan ,  And 
indeed  confidering  from  whence  the 
“Phgue  comes,  viz.  immediately  from 
God  j  and  the  Caufe  of  it,  viz.  his 
juft  Anger  for  the  Sins  of  Men,  there 
feems  to  be  no  Security  in  flying  if  cm 


(a)  Cito,  longe,  tardt,  cede3  iecc;de3  veni. 
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it,  and  it  doth  really  betray  a  want  of 
that  Truft  and  Confidence  which  every 
good  Chriftian  ought  to  have  in  the 
Mercies  and  Providence  of  God.  As 
they  are  our  Provocations  which  caufe 
a  ! Peflilence ,  as  God  declared  to  Mofes , 
The  Lord  faid  unto  Mojes ,  how  long  will 
this  People  provoke  me  ? — — J  will  fmite 
them  with  the  Pefhlence  (a).  So,  when 
God  doth  fmite,  a  Retreat  can  be  no 
Security  ;  when  before  him  goes  the 
Pefhlence  ($),  he  that  is  far  off  /hall  die 
of  the  Pefhlence  (c). 

But  I  would  not  be  here  under- 
ftood,  as  if  I  meant  to  exclude  all  JW 
phylachcks,  or  means  of  Prevention, 
qr  univerfally  to  condemn  flying  in  a 
time  of  Pefhlence ,  for  the  Conditions 
and  Circumftances  of  Perfons  may  be 
lb  different,  that  what  may  be  a  ‘j)uty 
in  one,  may  be  Preemption  in  another. 
Nor  am  I  l'uch  a  Fatalifl  as  to  think, 
that  God  has  by  fo  abfolute  a  Decree 
at  any  time  determin’d  whom  he  will 

(d)  Nutnb.xiy.  ii,  r2.  (b)  Habak*  iii.  5,  (c)EzekJ 

vi?  12,  *  I".  ' 

cat 
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.cut  off  with  the  ‘Plague,  and  whom  he 
will  not,  as  that  all  Means  of  Preven¬ 
tion  and  Methods  of  Cure  are  ufelefs 
and  infignificaot.  Our  Bufinefs  there¬ 
fore  here  is  only  to  inquire  in  what 
Circumftances  perfons  may  with  a 
good  Confidence  fly  from  the  Plague. 

To  help  thofe  that  are  in  extreme 
Neceflity,  is  a  Duty  that  comes  under 
th efixtb  Commandment  (at),  and  to  which 
every  Perfon  is  obliged  ;  but  more 
particularly  fuch,  who  ad:  in  either  an 
'Ecclejiajlical  or  Political  Capacity  ;  or, 
whole  Profejfions  and  Employs  are  of 
publick  Service  and  Advantage  to 
Mankind ;  or,  who  are  tied  together  by 
thofe  Arid  Li  gaments  of  Affinity  or 
jSlearneJ's  of  Blood.  Hence  in  time  of  the 
Plague,  the  2 Twine  and  the  Magi  fir  ate 
mull  not  quit  their  Stations ;  the  Pby- 
fician.  Apothecary,  Chyrurgeon  and  Mid- 
asuife  mull  not  change  their  Abode, 
and  forlkke  their  Callings ;  the  Huj- 
hand  mull:  not  delert  his  dying  Wife ; 
nor  the  Wife  her  expiring  Husband : 

{4)  Vid9  Ames,  de  Confcientia3  lib*  5.  c.  7. 
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Tarents  mu  ft  not  leave  their  Children 

Jn  their  Struggles,  nor  Children  their 

Tarents  in  their  laft  Agonies  i  Friends 

and  Relations  muft  patiently  hear  each 

other  s  Groans,  and  mutually  admini- 

fter  the  only  Comfort,  belides  a  good 

Conference,  at  1’uch  a  time,  that  of 
not  dying  alone . 

St.  Cyprian  s  Observation  is  worth 
taking  Notice  of  in  this  Cafe,  who 
lays,  that  the  Tlague  is  very  ufeful  and 
neceflary  upon  many  Accounts,  as  that 
it  tries  every  Mans  j fuflicc ,  and  examines 
their  Minds  :  For  then  is  feen  whether 
the  healthy  are  Jcrviccable  to  the  weak 
whether  Relations  have  a  pious  Affection 
jor  one  another ,  whether  Mafters  have  any 
i  ompajjion  for  their  langnijhim  Servants , 
whether  Thyftcians  attend  the  Calls  of  the 
oick  (a).  And  certain  it  is,  that  where 
there  are  thefe  Fies  and  Relations,  to 


(a)  Exploit  Miriam  Enguforum ;  &  menses  hu- 
am  generis  examinat.  An  infirmis  fervianr  iani,  an 
propinqui  cognates  pie  diligant,  an  mifereantur  fer^ 
vomm  lanquentium  Domini,  an  deprecanres  segros 
deftrum  media.  Dt  Mortality  p  I$2,  idit. 
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fly  in  a  time  of  the  Plague,  is  to  aft 
without  any  regard  to  God,  to  chri- 
ftian  Confcience,  or  moral  Virtues. 
And  therefore  Calvin ,  who  argues 
with  fomething  of  Warmth  on  the 
fide  of  Flying,  declares  it  is  not  his 
defign  to  indulge  their  Fearfulnefs, 
who  under  a  pretence  of  Danger  tor- 
fake  their  Calling  :  As  if  an  Husband 
forfakes  his  Wife,  or  the  Wife  her 
Husband  ;  if  Children  their  Parents ,  or 
Parents  their  Children:  If  the  Taft  or 
leaves  his  Church  to  confult  his  own 
lafety  if  the  jHagijhate  abdicates  his 
Office  ( a )i  For  thefe  are  bound  by 
their  Callings,  and  by  Chrifiian  Charity , 
at  fuch  a  time  to  keep  their  Stations, 
and  to  adminifter  Comfort  and  Relief 
to  the  affiifted,  and  cannot  fly  the  In¬ 
fection,  without  being  accounted  Pe~ 
ferters  both  with  God  and  Men. 

\  A 

(rz)  Interea  noftri  cojifllii  non  eft,  eorurn.  indul¬ 
ge  re  timiditati,  qui  objedfo  periciiji  colore  a  vocatio- 
ne  fua  difeedunt :  quemadmodum  it  vir  uxorem,  ft 
mart  turn  uxor,  ft  liberi  parentes,  aut  Viciflim  paren¬ 
tes  liberos  fuos  deferunt  i  Paltor  EceJefia  icJicla 
iibi  confulat,  fi  Magiftratus  gfficio  defit.  Ep-  362. 

It 
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.  may  he  objected,  that  God  has 
implanted  in  every  living  Creature  a 
Principle  whereby  they  are  direfted 
to  fliun  and  avoid  thole  Things  which 
are  hurtful  to  their  Natures,  and 
Jiaf^  u  Has  God  given  a  nobler  Pie- 
u  1  °gative  to  the  Beads,  than  he  has 

■c  ^  not  Self-preferva- 

tion  a  primary  Law  ol  Nature  in 
«  them  as  well  as  in  others  ?  Befides, 
t  rhrl  not  God  in  the  ‘Plague  of  Lepro- 

u  Jjrcomman<^)  that  the  Children  of 
t  _  Prc(£l  fhould  put  out  of  the  Camp  eve¬ 
ry  Leper  («),  and  that  he  fhould  dwell 
alone  (h)  ?  And  have  we  not  In- 
ftances  of  Holy  Men  in  Scripture, 
“  wll°  have  fled  from  Deftrudtion  ? 

r)id  not  plbram  go  down  into  Egypt 
to  Jojourn  there ,  becaufe  there  was 
g  a  Famine  m  the  Land  (c)  ?  Did  not 
Pavid  fly  for  fear  of  Saul  (d)?  And  if 
it  be  lawful  to  fly  from  a  .t amine  or 
cwrnf  it  muff  certainly  be  lawful  to 
%  from  a  Peftilencei 


(a)  h iimb.  v.  i.  (b)  Lev.  xlij.  46.  (c)Ge n.  xii] 
ic.  ( a)  1  Sam,  xxi.  10. 
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To  all  this,  I  anfwer,  i ft.  God  has 
implanted  a  Principle  of  Self-prefer- 
vation  in  every  Creature,  which  the 
Philofophers  call  Inftincl.  But  to 
Man  he  has  given  Reajon  to  be  his 
Cj)ircclrefs,  which  guided  by  Religion, 
doth  not  always,  and  in  all  Cafes,  act 
on  the  defeniive  Part.  For  in  fome 
Cafes  to  expofe  one’s  life,  is  not  only 
not  contrary  to  Reafon  lo  guided, 
but  the  Effect  ol  it  j  as  when  a  Man 
is  call’d  'to  luffer,  and  can  thereby 
give  Teftimony  to  the  Truth,  and 
promote  the  Chriftian  Religion,  he 
is  not  to  decline  the  Blow.  Let  the 
Be  aft  who  has  nothing  to  enjoy  after 
this  Life,  and  the  Athei ft  who  expects 
nothing,  aft  conitantly  upon  that  ufe- 
fu.1,  that  dear  Principle  of  Self-pre - 
f  creation ;  but  the  Chriftian,  who  knows 
that  there  is  another  Life,  wherein 
our  light  Affliction  here,  which  is  but 
for  a  Moment,  worketb  for  us  a  far  more 
exceeding  and  eternal  Weight  of  Glory  (e ), 
muft  have  more  generous  Views ;  he 

’  (e)  2  Cor.  i>.  17. 

muft 
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muft  love  his  Neighbour  as  himfelf, 
he  muft  lay  down  his  Life  (if  Occasi¬ 
on  ferves)  for  the  lake  of  the  Gofpel ; 
he  mull  not  lee  his  Brother  in  Want, 
and  not  adminifter  to  his  Neceffities, 
tho’  it  be  to  the  Hazard  of  his  own 
Health. 

2.  As  to  the  Cafe  of  the  Lepers, 
which  is  often  urg’d  as  an  Argument 
for  flying  in  Times  of  Peftilence;  it 
is  true, the  Lepers  ( as  the  very  (a)  Word 
imports )  were  fecluded  from  the  Con- 
verlation  of  other  Men.  But  we  are 
to  confider  the  Reafon  of  this,  and 
why  it  was  done.  Now  the  Leproj), , 
which  was  not  lb  properly  a  Dileaie, 
as  a  Defilement  in  the  Skin,  and  con¬ 
sequently  wanted  not  healing  lo  much 
as  clean jing,  bore  an  Analogy  to  the 
Defilement  of  the  Soul  with  Sin,  and 
the  Including  them  from  all  Society 
was  a  Spiritual  Punifliment.  For  the 
Leper  was  to  be  brought  unto  the 
Tnejl,  not  to  the  Lhj  prim,  and  he 

W  Leprofi  fic  dibti,  quafi  fecluft,  a  “d? 

icdudere,  Yid.  Plantavitii  Horilegium  Rabbinicum. 

M  a  was 
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was  to  judge  whether  he  was  defiled 
and  needed  cleanfing  or  no,  and  if  he 
was,  he  was  to  pronounce  him  unclean 
(a),  which  was  an  Excommunication, 
for  thereby  he  w'as  not  only  cut  off 
from  all  Converfation,  but  alfo  from 
the  publick  Worfhip  of  the  Temple, 
and  from  the  Enjoyment  of  God  in 
his  Ordinances.  Thus  King  Uzzmh 
for  invading  the  Priefts  Office,  while 
the  Cenfer  was  m  his  hand ,  to  burn  In - 
cenfe,  the  Lepro.y  even  rofe  up  m  hu  Lore- 
head ,  and  being  a  Leper ,  he  ‘was  cut  off 
from  the  Houje  of  the  Lord  (b).  So  that 
this  excluding  the  .  Lepers  from  the 
Society  of  other  Men,  being  an  Ex¬ 
communication  out  of  the  Sanduary, 
pronounc’d  by  the  Triefi ,  and  more¬ 
over  at  the  Ipecial  (c)  Appointment 
of  God,  can  in  no  wile  be  brought  as 
a  Precedent  to  juftifie  leaving  the  Sick 
of  the  ‘Plague  to  avoid  the  Infection. 
For  the  Miferies  of  others  do  impor¬ 
tunately  folicite  Pity  and  Compaflion  ; 

fa)  Lev.  xiii,  3,  (b)  2  Chron.  xxyi.  1 9 — 21. 

( c )  Lev.  xiii. 

\  s  ...... 
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and  the  Law  of  Mercy  requires  us  to 
help  them  that  cannot  help  themfelves, 
to  do  all  fuch  good  Offices  to  the  Sick 
as  may  any  way  conduce  to  their  Sup¬ 
port,  Refrefhment,  or  Recovery,  and 
the  greater  the  Danger  in  doing  this, 
the  ftronger  the  Obligation  to  do  it ; 
for  we  are  to  walk  m  love ,  as  Chrijl  al- 
Jo  bath  loved  us  (af  and  becaufe  he  laid 
down  his  Life  for  us,  we  ought  to  lay 
down  our  Lives  for  the  Brethren  (l). 

L  The  Cafe  ot  Abram's  flying  be¬ 
caufe  of  a  Famine,  and  of  David's 
for  fear  ot  Saul,  is  widely  different 
from  this  under  prefent  Confideration, 
becaufe  their  flaying  at  that  time,  was 
only  expofing  their  own  Lives,  with¬ 
out  a  Poffibility  of  being  any  ways 
ufeful  or  ferviceable  to  others.  Where¬ 
as  in  a  Time  of  the  Blague,  as  the 
inf e Sled  ftand  molt  in  need  of  Succour, 
fo  the  Sound  are  moft  capable  of  yield¬ 
ing  it.  them.  And  it  is  an  allow’d 
Rule  in  Chriftian  Theology,  That  a 
probable  Danger  is  to  be  rijqud  to  free 

(a)  Eph.  v.  2.  (b)  I  Job.  iii.  1 6. 
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another  from  an  evident  one.  Every 
private  Perfon  in  a  Cafe  of  extreme 
Mifery,  is  bound  by  the  fecond  great 
Commandment,  Thou  shalt  Love 
thy  Neighbour  as  thy  self  (a), 
to  expofe  his  Life  to  a  probable  Danger, 
to  hinder  the  certain  Death  of  another  ; 
for  the  cert  cun  Death  of  another  is  a 
greater  Evil  than  one’s  own  uncer¬ 


tain  (b). 

But  though  this  be  a  conftant  Pule, 
yet  it  doth  not  hinder,  but  that  fome 
Perfons  in  a  Tlague  time  may  remove 
from  Places  infebted. 


A  learned  (c)  Dodlor  of  Heidelbergh 
has  rightly,  I  think,  determined  in 
this  Cafe,  and  therefore  1  fhall  give 
the  Reader  his  Words,  Thofe ,  {’ays  he? 


(a)  Matt.  xxii.  39. 

(b)  Vid.  Hoornbcel  dc  Pejie.  In  extrema  neceftitate5 
tenetur  quilibet  communis  conditionis  homo  vitam 
fuam  objicere  periculo  probabili,  ad  impediendam 
certam  alterius  mortem.  Majus  ehim  eft  malum  cer- 
ta  mors  alterius,  quam  propria  incerta.  Amej.  dc 
Confc.  1.  5.  c.  7. 

(e)  Eis  qui  line  Reipublicte  &  Ecclelue  incommo- 
disj  &  falva  charitate  proximi  abefle  poflunt,  fug® 
remedium  effe  conceflum.  Sohn  dc  emits  &  creations 
fcjlis. 

who 
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who  can  be  abfent  without  any  ganger  to 
the  Commonweal ,  or  to  the  Church ,  or 
without  Breach  of  Charity  to  their  Neigh¬ 
bour  ^  are  at  their  Liberty  to  fly.  In  like 
manner  doth  our  Countryman  Ber¬ 
lins  00  decide  that  Queftion,  Whe¬ 
ther  it  be  lawful  for  a  Man  to  fly  in  time 
of  the  Blague  ?  He  lays,  It  is  not  for 
thole  who  are  in  a  publick  Calling ,  as 
Magiflrates  and  Bafiors ;  but  thofe  who 
are  in  no  Calling ,  he  leaves  at  their 
Liberty. 

Here  are  therefore  only  thefe  two 
Things  to  be  contiderecl,  and  by  which 
every  Perlon  may  be  able  to  judge 
whether  he  can  with  a  good  Confci- 
ence  fly  in  a  peftilential  'l  ime  or  not, 
viz.  i .  Whether  by  his  lb  doing  no 
Damage  will  accrue  to  the  Publick. 
a.  Whether  he  lhall  not  offend  againft 
the  Golden  Law  of  Chanty. 

Now  if  we  come  to  try  the  Matter 
by  thefe  Rules,  it  is  plain,  that  no 
Perfon,  who,  by  his  Calling  or  Pro- 
feflion,  is  immediately  ferviceable  to 

(a)  Cafes  of  Conference, 


the 
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the  Publick,  can  at  fuch  a  time  lawfully 
withdraw  himfelf.  And  therefore  befides 
thofe  Profieffions  I  have  already  mentioned., 
Bakers  and  Butchers ,  who  are  abfolutely 
lieceffary  in  a  Commonweal ?  muft  not  fly 
from  a  Place  becaufe  it  is  Infeded,  for  by 
that  Means  they  may  leave  as  many  to  be 
devoured  by  a  Famine,  as  fliall  be  by  the 
Peflilence . 

On  the  other  hand  it  is  plain?  that  in  time 
of  the  Plague,  Parents  may  fend  away  their 
little  Children  at  a  Difiance,  becaufe  they 
are  not  capable  of  being  of  any  Ufe  or  Ser¬ 
vice  to  the  Publick?  and  it  may  be  tempting 
the  Providence  of  God  to  continue  them  in 
an  infeded  Place,  when  they  ate  allowed  a 
fafer  Retreat. 

Perfons  that  are  tied  to  their  Abodes  by 
no  Vocation,  who  are  in  no  publick  Employ? 
nor  have  no  Offices  to  execute?  may  retire 
from  infeded  Places,  provided  they  can  at 
the  fame  time  difcharge  their  Duty  of  Cha¬ 
rity  to  their  Neighbours. 

'  And  for  thofe  who  fliall  at  any  fuch  time 
be  obliged  to  ftand  their  Ground?  and  he  fer- 
viceable  to  the  affiided?  let  them  put  their 
Trufl  in  God,  and  not  be  afraid,  for  there  is 
a  particular  Providence  watching  over  all 
thofe  who  are  doing  their  Duty  in  their  re- 
fpedive  Stations  and  Callings,  and  though  a 
Th  on  fa  n  elfhall '  fall  he  fide  them*,  and  Ten  Thou - 
fand  at  their  Right-hand,  it  (hall  not,  come 
nTh  them,  Pfal.  xci.  7. 

FINIS. 
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